
CITY OF OAKWOOD 

STATE OF OHIO 

FEBRUARY 6, 2012 

The Council of the city of Oakwood, State of Ohio, met in a work session at 6:00 p.m. in the 

conference room of the city of Oakwood, 30 Park Avenue, Dayton, Ohio, 45419.  Council then met 

in a  regular  session at 7:30 p.m., in the council chambers of the city of  Oakwood.  

 

The Mayor, Mr. William Duncan, presided, and the Clerk of Council, Mrs. Cathy Gibson, recorded.  

Mayor Duncan opened the meeting by asking all present to participate in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Upon call of the roll, the following members of council responded to their names: 

 MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN .................................. PRESENT 

 MR. STEVEN BYINGTON ..................................... PRESENT 

 MR. STANLEY CASTLEMAN ............................... ABSENT 

 MR. ROBERT P. STEPHENS .................................. PRESENT 

 MRS. ANNE S. HILTON ......................................... PRESENT 

 

Officers of the city present were the following: 

   Mr. Norbert S. Klopsch, City Manager 

   Mr. Robert F. Jacques, City Attorney 

   Mr. Jay A. Weiskircher, Assistant City Manager 

   Ms. Carol D. Collins, Leisure Services Director 

   Mr. Kevin Weaver, Public Works & Engineering Director 

   Chief Alex Bebris, Public Safety Director 

 

The press this evening was represented by the editor of the Oakwood Register, Mr. Lance Winkler. 

 

The following visitors registered: 

   Darrell Apt, 401 E. Hadley  

   The Maney Family, 300 Southview 

   The McCauley Family, 90 Patterson 

   The Holloway Family, 101 Peach Orchard 

   The Connor Family, 416 Wiltshire 

   David & CJ Schoeff, 115 E. Schantz 

   Oakwood Boy Scout Troup 101 

    Scout Long, 78 E. Dixon 

    Scout Keller, 27 E. Dixon 

    Scout Sanford 

    Scout Froehlich, 203 Schenck 

    Scout Toussaint, 820 Shafor 

    Scout Degenhart, 701 Shafor 

    Scout Donnelly, 410 Oakmead 

    Scout Keller, 27 E. Dixon 

    Scout Connally, 50 Ivanhoe 

    Scout Way, 78 E. Dixon 

    Scout Heyl, 220 Peach Orchard  

Gregory Tousaant, 820 Shafor 

   Greg & Kimberly Robinson, Rubicon 

   Officer and Mrs. Jeremy Smith 

   Members of Public Safety Department  

 

It was moved by Mr. Byington and seconded by Mrs. Hilton that the absence of Mr. Castleman be 

excused.  Upon a viva voce vote on the question of the motion, same passed unanimously and it was 

so ordered.   

 

Mrs. Hilton, Chair of the Council Committee on Minutes, advised council she had read the minutes 

of the regular and work sessions of council held January 3, 2012, the special session of January 17, 

2012 and the work session of January 23, 2012.  Mrs. Hilton reported she found the minutes correct 

and complete.  Therefore, it was moved by Mrs. Hilton and seconded by Mr. Stephens that the 

minutes of the sessions of council aforementioned be approved as written and the reading thereof at 

this session be dispensed with.  Upon a viva voce vote on the question of the motion, same passed 

unanimously and it was so ordered. 



STATUS REPORT 

2012 State of the City Address.  Mayor Duncan gave the following address:   

“Members of City Council, City staff and citizens of Oakwood: 

Why does Oakwood, with a population of 9,202, continue to be “The Premier Residential 

Community in the Dayton and Miami Valley Region?” It is simple. It is our beautiful 

neighborhoods, our excellent schools and library, unmatched city services, public safety, public 

works, recreation and leisure; but most of all because of our citizens. 

Neighborhoods 

We have three homes on the National Register of Historic Places. Hawthorne Hill was the home of 

Orville Wright for most of his adult life. Due to an exciting partnership between Dayton History and 

The Wright Family Foundation, Dayton History now conducts educational tours at Hawthorne Hill 

while the Foundation continues to own and manage the stately property.  

The Long-Romspert Homestead on Far Hills Avenue was originally built in 1863 and has had 

several additions. It was occupied by one family until 1985 when it was bequeathed to the Oakwood 

Historical Society and now serves as its home. 

The familiar Queen Anne style double at 314-316 East Schantz Avenue was originally owned by 

Adam Schantz, Sr. and built around 1895. Today the new owners are carefully restoring it.    

In May, the home at 230 Haver Road was chosen the 2011 Designer’s Show House by the Dayton 

Philharmonic Volunteer Association. This home was built in 1914 in the French Eclectic style with 

Colonial Revival influences.  

Whether it is a majestic Tudor on Ridgeway Road, a Foursquare Victorian on Kramer Road or a 

New England Colonial on Woods Road, we have outstanding diversity in housing choices.  

Schools/Library 

Everyone knows Oakwood has great schools, but did you know this about Oakwood schools? 

 Oakwood schools, for the 12
th

 consecutive year, received the top rating of “Excellent with 

Distinction” from the State of Ohio. 

 The High School Academic Decathlon Team placed first overall in all divisions in Ohio and 

fourth in the nation in competition in March and April. 

 The Speech and Debate team produced two State Champions, Michael Light in Impromptu 

Speaking and Rob Mitchell in Oratorical Interpretation.  

Wright Memorial Public Library continued its mission to provide high levels of efficient, friendly, 

personal service and foster an atmosphere of intellectual liberty in the American tradition of free 

ideas.  

City Services 

The city services offered to Oakwood residents are unsurpassed. We continue to provide weekly 

backyard trash collection, year-around curb collection of yard waste, fall leaf collection and spring 

mulch delivery and sidewalk snow removal. We were honored as a Tree City USA for the 29
th

 

consecutive year. Our Johnny Appleseed program has planted over 2,500 trees in Oakwood since 

the inception of this program. We commend the efforts of our 31 member public works department. 

Public Safety 

Formed in 1927, our 38 member public safety department is the second oldest consolidated 

department in the United States. It is unique because all our officers are cross-trained and state-

certified in law enforcement, fire fighting and emergency medical services. Our police response 

time is two minutes. Our fire response time is 4.5 minutes; the national standard is 6 minutes. Our 

medic response time is 3.6 minutes; the national standard is 13 minutes. Oakwood has the lowest 

crime rate and fire loss in Montgomery County. 

In February, Oakwood’s first female public safety officer, Leslie Zengel, retired after serving our 

community for 28 years. As Captain and now Major Baldridge reported, “she will not be easily 

replaced by anyone because of her love of the job, passion and her caring approach to being a 

public servant.”    

Nonetheless, in July we hired Sarah Martin to our Public Safety Department. She completed the 

Ohio Police Academy program at Sinclair Community College and finished first in her class in 

academics, physical fitness and firearms proficiency, the first candidate ever to finish first in all 

three areas. Upon completing her oath of office, I asked Sarah where she was on September 11, 

2001. She replied, “I was in second period at Dayton Christian High School.”    

In September, William Davis, a Harman School volunteer, collapsed in the stairwell of the school. 

He was in cardiac arrest. Oakwood Public Safety officers Damian Baggett, Jack Harrison, Mike 

Tanner and Bruce Upchurch, along with Major Randy Baldridge, responded to the emergency. 

They stabilized the patient and removed him to Miami Valley Hospital. The physicians indicated 

had it not been for the initial actions of the first responding officers Mr. Davis would not have 

survived. In October, each officer received the Oakwood Public Safety Department’s Life Saving 

Award.   As an aside, Officer Baggett is an Oakwood High School graduate and joined our Public 

Safety Department in December 2010.   We continue to have the finest group of public safety 

officers in recent memory.  



Recreation/Leisure 

Where else will you find in a community of 2.2 square miles the parks and green space offered in 

Oakwood? We offer three neighborhood parks, Shafor Park, Orchardly Park and Fairridge Park.  

Our natural areas include Loy Gardens, Elizabeth Gardens, Houk Stream and Centennial Park.  

Our recreation facilities include the Oakwood Community Center and Gardner pool, Creager field, 

Irving field, Old River fields and Mack Hummon Stadium. 

In July, Creager field became the place for dogs large and small to bring their owners. We plan to 

dedicate this community amenity in 2012. 

In October, we re-established the Oakwood Bikeway. It is a 5.4 mile route that includes a wonderful 

mix of flatland and hills and gives cyclists a beautiful tour of Oakwood.  

In November, Carol Collins, our Director of Leisure Services, received the prestigious Ohio 

Landscape Architecture Award. This award honors Carol for 37 years of outstanding horticultural 

efforts and service to Oakwood.   

People 

Oakwood’s strength is its people. Our citizens are leaders in industry, education, medicine and the 

arts. Just consider some of the events in which our citizens participated in 2011. 

 In January, several hundred people attended the 8
th

 annual Kettering-Oakwood Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Breakfast. 

 In May, over 700 walkers participated in the 10
th

 Annual Breast Cancer 5K CARE Walk. 

The event raised over $16,500 to support a cure for breast cancer. 

  That Day in May, sponsored by the City and the Oakwood Rotary Club continued the 

tradition of the pancake breakfast, 5K and 10K runs, community parade, games, rides, 

refreshments and displays.  

 The Oakwood Historical Society created a self-guided walking tour highlighting the original 

town of Oakwood established in 1872. The area starts at the Five Points intersection and 

extends south to Park Avenue and west to Oakwood Avenue. 

 In July, The Oakwood Sister City Association hosted the 35
th

 anniversary of our twinning 

with Outremont. 

The Association also visited Outremont in October as part of the twinning. The mission of 

Sister Cities is promoting peace through mutual respect, understanding and cooperation—

one individual, one community at a time. We have two sister cities: Le Vesinet, a suburb of 

Paris and Outremont, a suburb of Montreal. 

The Value Proposition 

We have not raised city income taxes since 1984 or city property taxes since 1991. In fact, we 

reduced property taxes in 2008 by letting an existing levy expire. We have spent less for city 

services in each of the last four years and we expect to spend less in 2012 than we did last year.  

Our citizens pay less for water and sewer than most people in Montgomery County. The services we 

receive in Oakwood are unsurpassed. We have reduced our city staff by seven percent since 2002 

with no reductions in city services. The reductions were possible by finding efficiencies and by 

asking our employees to do more.  

Unfortunately, we have a serious budget problem facing our city. The Ohio estate tax expires on 

January 1, 2013. This tax has provided, on average, $2.6 million annually or about 20% of the 

revenue used to provide city services. 

Our largest source of revenue is the city income tax. We project collections of $6 million in 2012. 

Because we give a 100% credit for taxes paid to other jurisdictions, for an Oakwood resident 

working in Dayton or Kettering, where the income tax rates are 2.25%, Oakwood only receives 

0.25% of the 2.5% total taxes paid. 

Over a dozen surrounding communities have increased their income tax rates over the last few 

years. Accordingly, our city receives about $235,000 less in income taxes each year. 

We also face the fact that there are people in the Ohio General Assembly and the current 

administration who do not agree with the right of Oakwood and other charter cities throughout 

Ohio to provide services under the “home rule” provisions of the Ohio constitution, provisions 

which were established 100 years ago. They believe there are too many local governments and 

school districts in Ohio and plan to force local government and school district consolidation by 

reducing our revenue streams. 

As I speak, legislation is being drafted in Columbus that would outlaw all municipal income tax 

ordinances. Under the guise of tax uniformity, the legislation will reduce our municipal income tax 

base. We believe this legislation could reduce our city income taxes by an additional $500,000 a 

year.  

Because it is a well-established fact that local government is the most accountable and responsive 

government, Oakwood City Council will oppose the efforts of the State of Ohio to impose their 

centralized government agenda. We represent you and will see that our city provides the services 

you believe are important and necessary. And in doing so, we will prudently manage the resources 

our community provides. 



Well Governed, Well Managed and Financially Strong 

When I joined City Council in 2003, it was my belief that Oakwood was well governed, well 

managed and financially strong. I still hold that belief and will continue this tradition. 

I am proud to serve with Vice Mayor Steve Byington who begins his fifth year on City Council and 

Stanley Castleman who begins his ninth year on City Council. I am also proud to serve with Rob 

Stephens and Anne Hilton who each begin their third year on City Council.  

This Council, like those that preceded it, operates in a collegial style and everyone believes in doing 

the right thing for the citizens of Oakwood. We listen to one another, no one has hidden agendas, 

and we believe in community service.  

The excellent services provided by our public safety, leisure services and public works departments 

would not occur if not for the leadership of City Manager Norbert Klopsch. He is recognized 

throughout the region as an outstanding city manager. He is also blessed with a fine group of 

department directors and deputy city manager Jay Weiskircher.  

We have citizens who are willing to pay the extra costs to have this special Oakwood community. As 

former city manager J. David Foell once said, “It’s not a question of how much you pay in taxes; 

the question is whether you receive good value for each dollar spent.” 

Accordingly, it was not surprising our citizens passed our November 2011 city property tax renewal 

levy by a 74% margin. 

With the help of City Council, city staff and the citizens of Oakwood, we will continue to be well 

governed, well managed and financially strong. Thank you for the opportunity to serve you.” 

 

New Public Safety Officer.  Mayor Duncan welcomed new Public Safety Officer Jeremy Smith and 

his wife, and administered the Oath of Office.  Chief Bebris indicated the department is blessed 

with high caliber employees and applicants.  He indicated Jeremy is dedicated to serving the public 

after four years in the Marines, and working at Miami Township and Riverside.   

 

Proclamations.  Mayor Duncan read and proclaimed March, 2012 as Development Disabilities 

Awareness Month and American Red Cross Month.   

 

VISITORS 

Holiday Decorating Winners:  Mrs. Robinson, Environmental Committee, explained they had two 

winners in six areas which included daytime use of natural looking material and nighttime lighting, 

as well as two businesses and two multi-family units.  She referenced a slide show of the following 

winners and distributed certificates to those in attendance:  Mark and Kim Hoelscher, 30-34 

Wisteria; Doug Short, 121 E. Schantz; Brian and Julie Dannemiller and Family, 512 Acorn; Mike 

and Jane Maney, 300 Southview; Richard and Susan Hearn, 1115 Oakwood; The Connor Family, 

416 Wiltshire; John and Vail McGuire, 360 East; Dan and Kelly Higgins, 241 Harman; The Crum 

Family, 159 Aberdeen; Jeff and Susan Purks, 626 Garden; Tim McCauley Family, 90 Patterson; 

Gary and Jane Hamilton, 1814 Coolidge; Kurt and Trina Maschino, 137 West Peach Orchard; 

David and CJ Schoeff, 115 East Schantz; Park Avenue Antiques, Ellen Brannigan, 2306 Far Hills; 

and Preen, Nicole Gianuglou, 2508 Far Hills.  Mayor Duncan extended thanks to Mrs. Robinson for 

her work on this project.   

 

There being no other visitors with business, the following legislation was introduced.   

 

ORDINANCE 

  BY MR. BYINGTON     NO 4751  

TO AMEND EXISTING SECTIONS 702.3, SPECIAL USES, 901.19, COFFEE SHOPS 

SELLING BEER AND WINE, AND 901.12, DELICATESSENS, OF THE OAKWOOD 

ZONING ORDINANCE TO PERMIT “COFFEE SHOPS AND DELICATESSENS 

SELLING BEER AND WINE” AS A SPECIAL USE WITHIN THE COMMUNITY 

BUSINESS DISTRICT. 

A copy of the ordinance, having been placed on the desks of each member of council prior to 

introduction, was read by title.  Mr. Byington reviewed this amendment to the zoning code and the 

history outlined in the whereas clauses.   

 

Thereupon, it was moved by Mr. Byington and seconded by Mrs. Hilton that the ordinance be 

passed without two readings.   

 

Mayor Duncan opened the public hearing.  There being no comments, the hearing was closed.   



 

Upon call of the roll on the question of the motion, the following vote was recorded: 

 MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN .................................. YEA 

 MR. STEVEN BYINGTON ..................................... YEA 

 MR. STANLEY CASTLEMAN ............................... ABSENT 

 MR. ROBERT P. STEPHENS .................................. YEA 

 MRS. ANNE S. HILTON ......................................... YEA 

There being four (4) yea votes and no (0) nay votes thereon, said ordinance was declared duly 

passed and it was so ordered. 

 

STAFF REPORT 

Public Works and Engineering Department Update.  Mr. Weaver referenced a PowerPoint 

presentation and updates on refuse, construction projects, sanitary sewer, water and the storm water 

program.  In regard to refuse, he reminded citizens that cans must be 35 gallons or under and less 

than 60 pounds when full.  They will be sending out missing lid letters and he referenced dumpsters, 

special pickups and recycling.  In terms of projects, Mr. Weaver reviewed several photos of the Far 

Hills Business District light upgrade and Oakwood Avenue culvert project.  He indicated upcoming 

projects include:  Oakwood Avenue pavers; curb, walk and apron project; asphalt pavement 

maintenance; and concrete street repairs.  The Park Road path and Deep Hollow Road projects are 

completed.   Mr. Weaver indicated in terms of sanitary sewer work, they are doing sewer jetting and 

a lining project.  In regard to water, they plan to flush hydrants mid-April; work on water valve 

replacements and turning; paint the pipes at the 210 plant; rebuild valves at 120 Springhouse; and 

replace the brine valves at 210. Mr. Weaver reviewed the Storm Water program which includes:  

NPDES permit work; audit by OEPA; and needed public assistance in reporting spills, using car 

washes, cleaning up after pets, limiting fertilizer/pesticide and putting nothing in the catch basins.  

Mr. Stephens commended Mr. Weaver and Mr. Weiskircher on the lights in the Business District.  

He recently walked along the Park Road project and agreed it’s much better and a great entry to 

Hills and Dales.  In regard to t pavers, Mr. Stephens asked if that is only repair.  Mr. Weaver 

concurred; they are repairing the old brick sections.  Mayor Duncan thanked Mr. Weaver for his 

update.   

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORTS 

Financial Situation.  Mr. Klopsch referenced Mayor Duncan’s state of the city address and mention 

of the city’s upcoming cut in revenue the city receives to pay for public services, two-thirds of 

which are for public safety and public works.  He explained based on a ten-year average, the city 

receives $2.6M in estate tax; however, effective January 1, 2013 they will no longer receive this 

which is a significant impact.  Mr. Klopsch echoed that the city has not increased spending over the 

past four years but moderately decreased spending and plan to do so again this year.  He indicated 

these revenue problems are a result of actions in Columbus, and other changes which will bring the 

deficit up to $3M.  Mr. Klopsch indicated it costs $13M for annual services and they need to look at 

options for the $3M loss by either cutting spending or generating new revenue.  Since this is such a 

huge issue, Mr. Klopsch explained the city’s outreach effort to:  1) educate citizens; 2) dialogue 

options; and 3) obtain feedback.  He indicated two weeks ago, they started the neighborhood 

meetings, have had three to date, and spent up to two hours in Oakwood living rooms having a 

candid conversation with citizens.  Most meetings will be hosted by members of the Budget Review 

Committee but they plan to also ask others to open their homes.  He has received requests of interest 

in attending meeting, and suggested citizens contact committee members and/or attend upcoming 

town hall meetings scheduled for February 29, March 20 and May 10 at 7 p.m. at the Community 

Center.  Mr. Klopsch reiterated this is a major challenge, there is time to review and they plan to 

work as a community.  He noted this information is available on the city website.  

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Mr. Stephens indicated this past Friday he judged the Scouts pinewood derby at a local church, was 

very impressed with the creativity and thanked them for asking him to help.  He commended all 

Scouts and leaders on their stellar behavior at meetings and a desire to learn, particularly those in 

the audience tonight.   

 

Mayor Duncan indicated about ten days ago he participated in the YMCA Junior Leadership 

Dayton program with high school juniors in the greater Dayton area for a government and justice 

program day.  He and five other area officials met in small groups and he discussed the community 

dialogue Oakwood is undertaking on budget issues.  The students then put together a skit and his 

group created a jeopardy game with the correct answer being Mayor William Duncan.  He also 

recently met, along with Council Member Anne Hilton and Judge Robert Deddens, with the 

Harman Elementary School second graders and was asked many interesting questions.  He was 

asked whether he gets to ride in a limo, put people in jail, and noted the highlight was when he and 

Mrs. Hilton handed out business cards.   



 

Mayor Duncan indicated he recently met with Congressman Turner and native delegates from UK, 

Spain, Netherlands, etc., at Hawthorn Hill.  It was a gathering of the NATO Parliamentary 

Assembly.  The group later had dinner at the Dayton Art Institute and WPAFB tour.  Mayor Duncan 

also extended thanks to the Scouts for attending the meeting.   

 

Council adjourned.  The public meeting concluded at 8:28 p.m. 

 

 

      _______________________________________ 

        MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

CLERK OF COUNCIL 

 


