
CITY OF OAKWOOD 

STATE OF OHIO 

APRIL 6, 2009 

The Council of the city of Oakwood, State of Ohio, met in an executive session to discuss personnel 

matters and a work session at 6:00 p.m. in the conference room of the city of Oakwood, 30 Park 

Avenue, Dayton, Ohio, 45419.  Council then met in a  regular  session at 7:30 p.m., in the council 

chambers of the city of  Oakwood. The Mayor, Mrs. Judy Cook, presided, and the Clerk of Council, 

Mrs. Cathy Gibson, recorded.  Mayor Cook opened the meeting by asking all present to participate 

in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Upon call of the roll, the following members of council responded to their names: 

 MRS. JUDY COOK .................................................. PRESENT 

 MR. CARLO C. McGINNIS ..................................... PRESENT 

 MR. STEVEN BYINGTON ..................................... PRESENT 

 MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN .................................. PRESENT 

 MR. STANLEY CASTLEMAN ............................... PRESENT 

 

Officers of the city present were the following: 

   Mr. Norbert S. Klopsch, City Manager 

   Mr. Jay A. Weiskircher, Assistant City Manager 

   Chief Alex Bebris, Public Safety Director  

   Mr. Kevin Weaver, P.E., P.S., Public Works & Engineering Director 

   Mr. Robert Jacques, Acting City Attorney  

 

The press this evening was represented by the editor of the Oakwood Register, Mr. Lance Winkler, 

and staff writer with the Dayton Daily News, Ms. Kelli Wynn.  

 

The following visitors registered: 

   Faye Wenner, 1900 Coolidge Drive 

   Dana Cluxton, 7059 Settlement Way 

   Linda Deitz, 901 Oakwood Avenue 

   Aart den Hoed, 410 Ridgewood Avenue 

   Lee Schear, 1130 Harman Avenue 

   Alan Rinzler, OIG 

   Herold Williams, Versant 

   Dr. John Eastman, LJB 

   Doug Balsbaugh, Balsbaugh Excavating 

 

Mr. Duncan, Chair of the Council Committee on Minutes, advised council he had read the minutes 

of the regular and work sessions of council held March 2, 2009 and the work session of March 23, 

2009.  Mr. Duncan reported he found the minutes correct and complete.  Therefore, it was moved 

by Mr. Duncan and seconded by Mr. Castleman that the minutes of the sessions of council 

aforementioned be approved as written and the reading thereof at this session be dispensed with.   

 

Upon call of the roll on the question of the motion, the following vote was recorded: 

 MRS. JUDY COOK .................................................. YEA 

 MR. CARLO C. McGINNIS ..................................... YEA 

 MR. STEVEN BYINGTON ..................................... YEA 

 MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN .................................. YEA 

 MR. STANLEY CASTLEMAN ............................... YEA 

There being five (5) yea votes and no (0) nay votes thereon, said motion was declared duly ordered.  

 

Mayor Cook welcomed the visitors and recognized chairs of the 2009 Dayton Philharmonic Show 

House and Garden Tour.  Mrs. Deitz explained things are going very well at 1215 Runnymede Lane 

with the landscaping half done, painting completed and designers moving in.  She extended thanks 

to city staff, Mr. Weiskircher has been supportive, the police have driven by and Mr. Weaver has 

been very helpful.  They also appreciate the support of the Oakwood Shops that have purchased 

advertising for the brochure and Ashley’s, Little Exchange, Central Perc and Dorothy Lane Market 

for selling tickets.  Mrs. Cluxton reviewed the history of the home explaining it was a wedding gift 

to Daisy Mead Talbott who married George Shaw Greene.  In the 1960’s, the Eichelberger’s 

purchased the property and through the Eichelberger Foundation, they have received generous 

support.  The current owners are Kevin and Tiffany Chambers who have been very cooperative and 

done some work on restoring the property.  Mrs. Deitz reviewed upcoming dates, events, café, and 

boutique for this fundraising effort.  Mr. Duncan asked about parking.  Mrs. Deitz explained patrons 

are to go to Lot T at The University of Dayton where a shuttle bus will take them to the Show 



House, there is no parking at or near by the home.  Mayor Cook indicated this is an important 

fundraiser for the Philharmonic.   

 

There being no other visitors with business, the following status reports were reviewed.  

 

STATUS REPORT 

South Suburban Coalition.  Mr. Duncan reported Oakwood is part of the regional cooperative effort 

with the South Suburban Coalition – United for Alcohol and Drug Free Youth relating to concerns 

with underage use of drugs and alcohol.  He reviewed founding members of Centerville, Kettering, 

Miamisburg, Miami Township, Moraine, West Carrollton, Washington Township and Oakwood.  

The group decided in November, 2008 to become legally incorporated and this past January 

prepared a strategic plan that includes three Action Groups.  Community Involvement & 

Expectations/Health Alternatives to promote and support community involvement in encouraging 

health alternatives for youth.  Education & Prevention to create and support education and 

prevention efforts to reduce underage use of alcohol and other drugs.  Use & 

Accessibility/Accountability & Enforcement to focus on use, accessibility, accountability and 

enforcement issues to reduce underage alcohol and other drug use.  Mr. Duncan reported he is the 

alternate; Oakwood’s primary representative is Captain Randy Baldridge.  He urged tax deductible 

contributions to support the group.  Mayor Cook asked if the youth are involved.  Mr. Duncan 

concurred; the corresponding school districts are included.   

 

Sugar Camp/Pointe Oakwood.  Mr. Byington indicated representatives from OIG, LJB, Versant and 

Balsbaugh will be making a report.  Mr. Castleman announced he will recuse himself from any vote 

on this issue.   

 

Mr. Rinzler, OIG, reported on the commercial area and explained the weather has prevented the 

blacktop plants from opening so they are waiting to apply the final coat to the roadway and parking 

area.  They plan to demolish the two existing brown buildings soon and when that is complete, the 

temporary fence will be removed.  Mr. Rinzler indicated the small Mikvah building is remarkable 

and invited council to go inside, it has outstanding workmanship and they plan to open in June.  

Once that is completed, two large trees will be planted in that area.  In regard to building 

occupancy, Mr. Rinzler explained based on current economic times, many are indecisive about 

moving, so they have a couple prospects still undecided.  He noted the elevator and public 

restrooms are also nearing completion.  Mr. Byington questioned timing on the final asphalt coat.  

Mr. Balsbaugh estimated the plants will open April 20 which is later than usual due to a low work 

demand and the project should be completed by the end of the month; Sugar Camp is one of the first 

projects on their list.  

 

Mr. Balsbaugh referenced the challenges they’ve had in excavating given the unique product of 

foundry sand and other construction debris including old concrete and the screening process which 

has slowed down the project.  He noted they are finalizing the triangular area across from 

Springhouse.  Mr. Balsbaugh explained they have to export the tree limbs and logs, but much of the 

sand/dirt can be reused.  They are also developing a plan to crush the old concrete for us in on-site 

drainage applications.  Mayor Cook noted some passer-bys have commented on the length of time, 

however, screening through the debris has created an immense amount of work.  

 

Dr. Eastman, LJB, reported that he is working on behalf of the city in coordinating all the parties 

and construction issues involved.  In regard to environmental issues, last fall they worked on 

mitigating dust activities which were less than they had anticipated since the sand did not create 

much dust.  He referenced soil borings that were taken and was pleased to report they haven’t found 

any drums or chemicals.  Dr. Eastman referenced environmental concerns relating to rainwater 

carrying sediment and thanks to the use of straw bales, all is functioning well and the project is 

moving steadily forward.  He has been very pleased with the level of cooperation and coordination.  

Mr. Duncan asked if the storm sewer has been installed.  Dr. Eastman explained as a result of the 

Far Hills reconstruction, one major storm line was tied into the existing sewer near the future road 

to the Soccer Fields.  Mayor Cook asked if he conducts on-site visits.  Dr. Eastman replied yes.  

Vice Mayor McGinnis asked about the sanitary sewer system.  Dr. Eastman reported they have 

obtained an easement from NCR and that sanitary sewer construction will be part of the roadway 

project.   

 

Mr. Williams, Versant, reported on Pointe Oakwood.  He explained on top of the foundry sand, 

there will be a 10’ cap of clay material and then about one foot of top soil.  Consistent with 

requirements in the original master plan approval, he presented building materials proposed on the 

first two residential units.  Mr. Williams referenced a sketch of the proposed single-family empty 

nester patio home which consists of about 2,200 s.f., 1,625 on the first floor, 550 on the second.  

The architecture is of a French influence and the model will be placed on the second lot in from the 



new entrance, fronting Far Hills with primary access from the rear.  He reviewed the proposed clay 

roof tile (which will be used on all the structures), dark tile and brochure (made in Ohio and like a 

lot of homes in Oakwood), natural limestone from Portugal, and the proposed 12’ x 24’ block for 

the front façade.  The window trim will be made of the same stone material and other wall areas a 

smooth stucco.  The eaves, cornices, facia will be made from fiber board and he reviewed the color 

scheme as well as the color schemes available for Andersen windows.   

 

Mr. Williams explained the homes along Far Hills Avenue will have varying architectural styles.  

Mr. Byington asked about insulation.  Mr. Williams reported they are over the energy star 

regulations, extremely energy efficient and reviewed the walls will be R20, ceilings R38, double 

glass panes E4 and they are reviewing the national standard from the green council.  Mr. Byington 

asked about the gutters.  Mr. Williams explained it will be aluminum to simulate cooper, 6” round 

gutter and downspouts.  Mr. Duncan asked about the builder.  Mr. Williams indicated they are in a 

joint venture with M & M Construction and hope to start early May with a completion by mid-

August which is when the streets for the first phase will be completed.  Mr. Duncan noted there is 

no basement.  Mr. Williams indicated the basement is an option and depending on topography, 

some lots will have a walkout basement.  Mr. Duncan asked about the price.  Mr. Williams 

explained this model starts at $469,000.   

 

Mr. Williams reviewed the sketch of the model double unit.  Mr. Rinzler indicated those are known 

as Villas.  Mayor Cook asked if these have one common wall.  Mr. Williams concurred.  He 

explained there will be 12 villa buildings in varying combinations of a ranch or two-story.  The 

villas will have a front and rear patio, clay tile roofs and look like a community on their own.  The 

exterior will vary between brick, stucco and stone, the latter of which is a vintage material from the 

quarry.  Mayor Cook asked if there are some properties in the development where owners will be 

able to choose the lot and exterior.  Mr. Williams indicated there are 40 lots where owners can hire 

their own architect and as long as they meet city and association guidelines, they can build a unique 

home.  Mayor Cook asked about the villa price.  Mr. Williams responded the 1,800 s.f. villa unit 

starts at $375,000.   

 

Therefore, it was moved by Mr. Byington and seconded by Mr. Duncan that the city accept the 

building materials as presented and that continued compliance review be conducted by city staff.   

 

Upon call of the roll on the question of the motion, the following vote was recorded: 

 MRS. JUDY COOK .................................................. YEA 

 MR. CARLO C. McGINNIS ..................................... YEA 

 MR. STEVEN BYINGTON ..................................... YEA 

 MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN .................................. YEA 

 MR. STANLEY CASTLEMAN ............................... RECUSED 

There being four (4) yea votes and no (0) nay votes thereon, said motion was declared duly ordered.  

 

Hawthorn Hill.  Mayor Cook announced legislation has been signed that makes Hawthorn Hill part 

of the National Park Service.  The legislation was sponsored by Congressman Mike Turner, recently 

signed by the President and makes the first National Park in the region that includes Hawthorn Hill 

and the Wright Factory.  Mayor Cook indicated at this time there will be no immediate change since 

the Wright Family Foundation still owns Hawthorn Hill.  However, the National Park Service has 

access to exciting resources including funding and archives/artifacts so that the home may be 

restored like it was when Orville Wright lived there.  Mayor Cook indicated Dayton History will 

continue to conduct tours.  She assured the community that Oakwood, the Wright Family 

Foundation, Dayton History and the National Park Service will work together on a management 

agreement; the city is part of the process.   

 

ORDINANCE 

TO REPEAL ORDINANCE NO. 4608, WHICH CONDITIONALLY VACATED A 

PORTION OF THE ALLEY WHICH RUNS EAST-WEST PARALLEL TO AND 

BETWEEN SCHENCK AND RIDGEWOOD AVENUES IN THE 400 BLOCK OF THOSE 

PUBLIC STREETS.   

A copy of the ordinance, having been placed on the desks of each member of council prior to 

introduction, was read by title.  Mayor Cook recused herself.  Vice Mayor McGinnis explained this 

was given a first reading at the last meeting, during which time a public hearing was conducted.  

Mr. Byington indicated at the last meeting, several questions were raised and additional information 

was reviewed at the last work session.  

 

Thereupon, it was moved by Mr. Byington and seconded by Mr. Duncan that the ordinance be 

passed. 

 



Mr. Klopsch explained after additional review of the original ordinance, staff determined it 

accomplished the objective to vacate the alley under appropriate conditions.  In hindsight, this new 

ordinance was unnecessary and staff recommends council deny this and leave in place the original 

ordinance.   

 

Upon call of the roll on the question of the motion, the following vote was recorded: 

 MRS. JUDY COOK .................................................. RECUSED 

 MR. CARLO C. McGINNIS ..................................... NAY 

 MR. STEVEN BYINGTON ..................................... NAY 

 MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN .................................. NAY 

 MR. STANLEY CASTLEMAN ............................... NAY 

There being no (0) yea votes and four (4) nay votes thereon, said ordinance was declared duly 

denied and it was so ordered. 

 

ORDINANCE 

  BY MR. DUNCAN     NO 4668 

TO SET THE COMPENSATION PAID BY THE CITY OF OAKWOOD TO JUDGE OF 

THE OAKWOOD MUNICIPAL COURT.  

A copy of the ordinance, having been placed on the desks of each member of council prior to 

introduction, was read by title.  Mr. Duncan explained this is a housekeeping measure and the 

Judge’s salary is paid by the state, county and city - this does not reflect a pay increase. 

 

Thereupon, it was moved by Mr. Duncan and seconded by Mr. Castleman that the ordinance be 

passed as an emergency measure, waiving the second reading.  

 

Upon call of the roll on the question of the motion, the following vote was recorded: 

 MRS. JUDY COOK .................................................. YEA 

 MR. CARLO C. McGINNIS ..................................... YEA 

 MR. STEVEN BYINGTON ..................................... YEA 

 MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN .................................. YEA 

 MR. STANLEY CASTLEMAN ............................... YEA 

There being five (5) yea votes and no (0) nay votes thereon, said ordinance was declared duly 

passed and it was so ordered. 

 

ORDINANCE 

  BY MR. BYINGTON      NO 4669 

TO VACATE A SMALL PORTION OF THE PUBLIC ALLEY KNOWN AS THE FIRST 

ALLEY EAST OF OAKWOOD AVENUE BETWEEN VOLUSIA AVENUE AND IRVING 

AVENUE AND MORE FULLY DESCRIBED ON EXHIBIT A ATTACHED HERETO. 

A copy of the ordinance, having been placed on the desks of each member of council prior to 

introduction, was read by title. Mr. Byington explained this relates to a small area in the alley near 

the Routsong Funeral Home, approximately 9’ 9” long by 16’ wide and located behind Lot #150.  In 

the 1970’s, the majority of the alley was vacated and this ordinance vacates the remaining portion. 

 

Thereupon, it was moved by Mr. Byington and seconded by Mr. Castleman that the ordinance be 

passed without two separate readings. 

 

Upon call of the roll on the question of the motion, the following vote was recorded: 

 MRS. JUDY COOK .................................................. YEA 

 MR. CARLO C. McGINNIS ..................................... YEA 

 MR. STEVEN BYINGTON ..................................... YEA 

 MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN .................................. YEA 

 MR. STANLEY CASTLEMAN ............................... YEA 

There being five (5) yea votes and no (0) nay votes thereon, said ordinance was declared duly 

passed and it was so ordered. 

 

ORDINANCE 

TO ENACT PART TWELVE ENTITLED STORMWATER MANAGEMENT CODE OF 

THE OAKWOOD CODIFIED ORDINANCES.  

A copy of the ordinance, having been placed on the desks of each member of council prior to 

introduction, was read. Mr. Byington explained this is a first reading to enact Part Twelve, 

stormwater regulations mandated by the USEPA.  He reviewed the introductory whereas paragraphs 

of the proposed ordinance and referenced the document which includes definitions, regulations, etc.  

Mr. Klopsch explained although there is a lot of new language to meet the USEPA regulations, 

there is very little in the way of new regulations for citizens as it relates to building projects. 

 



ORDINANCE 

TO AMEND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT SECTIONS OF THE ZONING CODE OF 

THE OAKWOOD CODIFIED ORDINANCES.  

A copy of the ordinance, having been placed on the desks of each member of council prior to 

introduction, was read by title.  Mr. Byington explained this is also a first reading and a follow-up to 

the stormwater regulations and includes any reference or needed change in terminology to comply 

with the new Part Twelve.   

 

RESOLUTION 

  BY MR. BYINGTON     NO 1690 

DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF REPAIRING SIDEWALKS AND 

APPURTENANCES THERETO ON WEST SCHANTZ AVENUE AND CERTAIN OTHER 

STREETS BETWEEN CERTAIN TERMINI IN THE CITY OF OAKWOOD, OHIO, 

PROVIDING THAT ABUTTING PROPERTY OWNERS REPAIR THE SAME. 

A copy of the resolution, having been placed on the desks of each member of council prior to 

introduction, was read by title.  Mr. Byington explained this is the annual legislation declaring the 

necessity to repair the marked walks, etc.   

 

Thereupon, it was moved by Mr. Byington and seconded by Mr. Castleman that the resolution be 

passed. 

 

Upon call of the roll on the question of the motion, the following vote was recorded: 

 MRS. JUDY COOK .................................................. YEA 

 MR. CARLO C. McGINNIS ..................................... YEA 

 MR. STEVEN BYINGTON ..................................... YEA 

 MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN .................................. YEA 

 MR. STANLEY CASTLEMAN ............................... YEA 

There being five (5) yea votes and no (0) nay votes thereon, said resolution was declared duly 

passed and it was so ordered. 

 

STAFF REPORT 

Public Safety Department Update.  Chief Bebris referenced a PowerPoint presentation and updates 

on the dispatch center; organizational participation; technology upgrades; training/goals and 2009 

vehicle purchases.  In regard to the dispatch upgrade, all the software and data have been installed; 

two desk stations will be installed to handle the new data display/output; and the field/mobile 

testing will begin next week.  The testing will include a more detailed and comprehensive plan to 

test all integrated components prior to final implementation.  Mayor Cook asked about backup.  

Chief Bebris explained it is now through Kettering but will later be through the County regional 

center. 

 

Chief Bebris reported on organizational participation which includes:  TCSU, SOFAST and South 

Suburban Coalition.  In regard to the latter, media interest has increased as has law enforcement 

participation. Oakwood will host the December Coalition meeting.  In regard to technology 

upgrades, through the Hospital Association, a wireless transmitter from LifePak 12 to Miami Valley 

Hospital is available with the only cost to the city being the airtime charge.  Chief Bebris reviewed 

training which is an ongoing commitment and was pleased to report that 100% or our officers 

passed the annual standing orders test on first try; 100% complied with 2008 fire and police hours; 

and the upcoming spring fire tower and rifle transition training.  He indicated 2009 will be a 

challenging year as they plan out vehicle purchases.  This is based to volatility in the marketplace 

and discontinued models. 

 

Mr. Castleman referenced the South Suburban Coalition and whether it has impacted teenage use.  

Chief Bebris indicated numbers remain the same, however, during the upcoming prom season there 

will be more awareness.  Mr. McGinnis was pleased to hear about the portable heart monitor 

program.  Mayor Cook extended thanks for the report.  

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORTS 

MVRPC.  Mr. Klopsch referenced recent articles that MVRPC had voted on and approved projects 

for federal stimulus money for which he received written confirmation.  The city will receive 

$184,000 to build handicap ramps on Far Hills and at Patterson.  He extended thanks to Mr. Weaver 

for his assistance with the application and follow-through.  Mr. McGinnis asked about the MVRPC 

staff.  Mr. Klopsch reported the highest compliment to Mr. Spang and his staff for all their work and 

assistance.   



 

Bids.  Mr. Klopsch reported last week bids were opened for the annual sidewalk, curb and driveway 

apron program for which $160,000 was budgeted and the contract was awarded to Excel for 

$144,000.  Additionally, they will spend $30,000 for curb work on Far Hills (from the street budget 

fund).  In regard to the annual walk program, notices will be delivered to residents in the west side 

of Oakwood with marked sidewalk sections.  The owners have 60 days to make the repairs and after 

the June 15 deadline, the city contractor will begin.  After the work is completed, invoices are sent 

and some choose to roll that onto their property tax.  Mr. Klopsch indicated bids were also received 

for the 2009 asphalt program for which $400,000 was budgeted.  The mill and overlay is for 

$166,000; and micro-surfacing at $182,000.  He felt overall the pricing was good.  Mr. Klopsch 

noted this week bids will be opened for the Park Avenue parking lot project for which $300,000 

was budgeted and per the Budget Review Committee’s direction, the project was scaled back so he 

estimates $200,000.   

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Mr. Duncan indicated their 14-year old dog recently passed away and their home was very quiet.  

He asked owners to give extra attention to their pets.  However, the Duncans recently obtained a 

dog from a rescue organization and now their home isn’t as quiet.  

 

Mr. Byington recently went on a police ride along program in Dayton’s Second District – this as 

part of the Leadership Dayton program.  He reported the officer was a 2002 Oakwood High School 

graduate and he had an enjoyable evening. 

 

Mayor Cook extended thanks to the Wills for operating the cable equipment.   

 

Council adjourned.  The public meeting concluded at 9:04 p.m. 

 

 

      _______________________________________ 

        MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

CLERK OF COUNCIL 

 


