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City News
Property Tax Renewal

On November 8, Oakwood voters will be asked to renew a 2.72 mill city property tax.  As a renewal only, 
this tax issue maintains the current level of property taxation and WILL NOT INCREASE PROPERTY TAXES.  
The tax levy was first approved by Oakwood voters in 1991 and has been renewed every five years since 
then.  The current “effective” millage rate of the levy is 1.58.  The actual tax due from the levy is based on 
the effective millage.  The issue has raised about $460,000 annually since it was first approved 25 years 
ago.  The money it generates is used to provide Oakwood public services including police, fire & EMS and 
roadway maintenance.  It costs about $48 per year for each $100,000 in property valuation. 

School News
Groundbreaking on Lane Stadium
On August 9, 2016, Oakwood Schools, in coordination with the city 
of Oakwood and Oakwood Athletic Boosters, held a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the new stadium project, located at Old River.  The 
construction of “Lane Stadium”, a multi-purpose athletic field and track 
facility at Old River Sports Complex, is underway.  This project has 
been almost entirely funded by $3.7 million in private donations from individuals, families, alumni, and businesses. 

For more information, please visit www.oakwoodathleticproject.org
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Library News
Summer Reading Club 2016 Shows Strong Reading Culture in Oakwood
Wright Memorial Public Library’s Summer Reading Club program continues to grow. SRC 2016 set new records 
for community participation, with 816 children and teenagers registering, an increase of 25 percent over 2015. 
Of those 816, more than half logged at least 12 hours of reading and 360 kids logged 24 hours.
The kids recorded a total of 15,564 hours read -- 18 percent increase over 2015. 
“I am hugely proud of our young patrons for all the hours of reading they logged this summer! It caused a bit of 
a problem, though – we ran out of prize books TWICE. We are very fortunate to have the support of the Wright 
Memorial Public Library Foundation and its donors. Without their sizeable mid-summer donation, we were able to 
award prize books to all of the children and teens who read 12 or more hours during Summer Reading Club,” said 
Youth Services Coordinator Jacqui Taylor.

P4 P13P6 OHS STUDENTS VOLUNTEER 
This fall, students take on new 
responsibilities to everyday 
coursework and activities.

HALLOWEEN SAFETY
Halloween is an exciting time of year for 
children and adults.  Enjoy the event, 
but please keep safety a top priority.

TOGETHER OAKWOOD PROJECT
The Together Oakwood Project is a 
call to artists and writers of all ages 
and abilities to express what they love 
best about Oakwood
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Leisure Services News
American Red Cross Babysitting Course:
The course will be taught at the OCC on Saturday, October 22 from 
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.   Students must be at least 11 years of age 
to enroll.

Mother/Son Dance:
This dance is scheduled for Saturday, November 12 from 7:30 – 9 
p.m.  It is open to all Oakwood Moms and Grandmothers with sons 
and grandsons between the ages of 5 and 11.  Tickets must be 
purchased in advance at the OCC.

Breakfast with Santa:
The event is from 9-11:30 a.m. on Saturday, December 10.  
Tickets go on sale Monday, November 7 at the OCC.  Space is 
limited to 50 children.  Everyone attending must have a ticket. 

Beggar’s Night: October 31
Watch for ghosts and goblins on Monday, October 31 from 6-8 
p.m.  If you plan to hand out Halloween treats, please turn on your 
porch or front door lights.  If you are driving during those hours, 
please use extra caution. 

Family Fall Festival 
Sunday, October 9, 2-5 p.m., Shafor Park.  Come to Shafor Park 
for the 11th annual “Family Fall Festival” and enjoy an afternoon of 
fun games, food, pumpkin painting and other entertainment for the 
whole family!  Also enjoy hayrides along Shafor Boulevard to see 
Scarecrow Row.  Kids can dress up and join the “Costume Parade” 
around the park.  Don’t forget to mark your calendar!  Look for 
more information in the newspapers and on flyers distributed 
through the schools. 

City Offices Closed
Veteran’s Day – City offices, the Public Works Center and 
the OCC will be closed on Friday, November 11.  Trash will 
be collected that week on the regular schedule.

Thanksgiving - City offices, the Public Works Center and the 
OCC will be closed on Thursday, November 24 and Friday 
November 25.  

Please note that trash and recycling pick up for the week 
of November 21 will be the same as the normal weekly 
schedule, except that Thursday’s route will be picked up on 
Wednesday.

Annual Leaf Collection
We will begin our annual leaf collection program on Monday, 
October 10.  As in previous years, the program will provide
bi-weekly leaf pickups of all areas throughout the city.  The 
city is divided into ten sections with each being collected on a 
2-week interval as shown on the adjacent map.    The program 
is scheduled to continue until Friday, December 16, but will be 
shortened or extended if conditions warrant.  We will make every 
effort to stay on this schedule, but may vary a bit from time to 
time based on weather conditions and other factors.  Citizens 
interested in dumping their own leaves may do so 24-7 in the 
yard debris dumpster located at the Creager Field parking lot 
(Shafor and Irving), or at the public works yard, 210 Shafor 
Boulevard, between 9 a.m. and 12 noon on the following dates:
• Saturday, October 1
• Saturday, November 5
• Saturday, December 3
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Johnny 
Appleseed 
Tree 
Planting 
Project
Under leadership of the 
Oakwood Environmental 
Committee, Oakwood is again 
conducting the annual Johnny 
Appleseed Street Planting 
Project.  Applications and 
detailed brochures describing 
the project and tree species 
are available at the Oakwood 
Community Center and on the 
city website.  The trees selected 
are approximately 2 inches in 
diameter and are discounted 
50% to residents.  One tree will 
be allocated for each approved 
property site at the discounted 
price.  The tree must be planted 
in the city right-of-way.  Trees 
will be planted by a local 
nursery in late November or 
early December.  All trees will 
be wrapped, staked, mulched 
and guaranteed for one growing 
season.  For more details, call 
Carol Collins or Brian Caldwell at 
298-0775.

Stormwater Management Program

Oakwood continues to meet the goals of the city stormwater permit which include street sweeping, 
dry weather screening of stormwater structures, public education and pollution prevention.  Here 
are a few reminders about your storm sewers:
• Stormwater inlets and sewers are direct conduits to creeks and streams in the area.  
• Water quality is directly affected by the material that gets into the storm sewers.  
• Never place any material into a stormwater inlet (catch basin).    
• Do not put any material in the street, the only exception being leaves between mid-October 

and mid-December.  
• Pick up after your pet as the bacteria in pet waste is harmful to wildlife downstream.  
• Limit the use of herbicides and pesticides in lawn care as they have a direct impact on the 

water quality downstream.  

Thank you for your help in preserving our natural resources!

Refuse And Recycling Programs
Your city staff works hard to operate an efficient and comprehensive back-door refuse collection program.  Please remember to:  
• Limit your trash to not more than three cans that are less than 35 gallons and under 60 pounds.  All cans must have lids.
• Use as many recycling cans as you need.  Remember ROLL… Recycle Oakwood Less to the Landfill!
• Leave cars out of the driveway and have cans easily accessible on your collection day. 
• Have your trash and recyclable material out by 7:30 a.m. on your collection day.  

These simple actions will allow us to be as efficient as possible and minimize the properties where we are unable to collect the refuse.  

Regarding recycling, we have an extensive co-mingled recycling program.  You may use as many recycling containers as are required for 
your household recyclables.  You should commingle newspaper, junk mail, catalogs, magazines, paperboard, cardboard (small quantities - 
flattened), plastic bottles and jugs, various metal cans, and glass.  Larger amounts of cardboard, yard debris, and co-mingled recyclables 
may be taken to the containers at the Creager Field parking lot just north of the Public Works Center, 210 Shafor Boulevard.  For a complete 
listing of recyclable materials, see Rumpke’s web page at http://rumpke.com/for-your-home/recycling/acceptable-items.  Any questions, 
please contact refuse foreman Kenneth Perkins at 298-0777.  
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Halloween Safety
Halloween is an exciting time of year for children and adults.  Enjoy the event, but please keep safety a top 
priority.  Here are a few safety reminders while trick-or-treating:

General Safety
• Avoid homes that do not have their outside lights turned on.
• Younger children should always be accompanied by an adult.
• Trick-or-Treat with a group.
• Children should not enter homes; stay on the porch or stoop.
• Stay away from pets. Pets may become frightened and aggressive.
• Children should stay within familiar areas and surroundings.
• Children should carry and use flashlights and stay on sidewalks. 
• Walk, don’t run.
• Do not ride bikes, roller-blade or skateboard
• Do not cut across yards or driveways.
• Cross streets at corners/crosswalks and not between parked cars.
• Although tampering with candy is rare, parents should instruct their 

children to bring the candy home to be inspected before consuming 
anything. Discard all unwrapped or loosely wrapped candy.

Costume Safety
• Wear a costume that makes it easy for you to walk, see, and be seen.
• Use glow sticks and/or reflective tape on costumes and bags for added visibility.
• Wear shoes that fit properly, even if they don’t necessarily go with your costume.
• Consider face paint instead of masks, as they can obstruct a child’s vision.
• If wearing a mask is a must, ensure the eye holes provide good vision.
• Temporarily remove the mask when crossing streets, or when in heavy traffic.
• Avoid toy weapons; use costume knives and swords that are flexible, not rigid.

Our Oakwood Public Safety Department will conduct extra neighborhood patrols during trick-or-treat hours.  

Scarecrow 
Building Contest
The Oakwood Community Center
is very excited to announce the
14th annual “Scarecrow Building 
Contest.” We encourage families, 
neighbors, organizations, co-workers 
and their groups to participate in this 
special, festive community event. 
Registration packets are now available 
at the OCC. The building and placement 
of the scarecrows will take place on 
Sunday, October 9 from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. with judging to commence at 
3:30 p.m. If you have any questions,
please call the OCC at 298-0775.
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Lighting up Oakwood & Holiday of Lights
The city of Oakwood, with assistance from the Oakwood Environmental Committee, is “LIGHTING UP” Oakwood with luminarias on Sunday, 
December 11 beginning at 6 p.m. Residents are invited to put luminarias out in front of their house and to consider participating with their 
neighbors.  Then at 6:30 p.m. come to Shafor Park for an evening of community fellowship with songs, refreshments and, as always, a visit 
from Santa.  Also enjoy horse drawn carriage rides along Shafor Boulevard to see the beautifully lit night.  Luminarias for this event are sold 
at the OCC beginning Monday, November 14.  Cost is $5 per dozen and includes the white bags, sand and 10-hour burning candle.  

Annual Community Shred & Drug Drop-off Event Scheduled 
for Saturday, October 1
As a free service to Oakwood citizens, the city has contracted with 
Shred-It, the world’s leading mobile document destruction company, 
to provide document destruction 
services.  This service will be offered 
from 8:30 – 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
October 1 at the J. D. Foell Public 
Works Center, 210 Shafor Blvd. 

Besides paper products, Shred-It has 
the capability to destroy microfilm, 
microfiche, CD Rom diskettes 
and other material of a secure or 
confidential nature. All material will be 
destroyed beyond recognition on site 
and, if recyclable, will be baled and 
shipped to paper mills to be manufactured into new paper products. 
Any non-recyclable material processed will be disposed of in a 
secure location.

If you have confidential papers or other material of a private nature 
being stored at your home and would like to have it destroyed 

by professionals in the document destruction 
industry, we invite you to take advantage of this 
opportunity. There will be city employees on hand 
to assist you with unloading your documents.  

On the same day, and during the same hours, 
members of the Oakwood Public Safety 
Department and the Montgomery County Sheriff’s 
Department will be on hand at the Public Works 
Center to collect unused and expired prescription 
and over-the-counter drugs. This includes pills, 
liquids and capsules. No sharps or aerosols will 
be accepted. All items collected will be taken to 

an approved facility for proper disposal.   For more information, call 
298-0411.
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OHS Students Volunteer On Behalf Of 
The Oakwood Schools Foundation

When classes began this fall, a handful of Oakwood High School students added new 
responsibilities to the everyday demands of their coursework and extracurricular 
activities:  they will work throughout the year on behalf of The Oakwood Schools 
Foundation, serving as photographers, writers, social media managers, and 
representatives on the Student Advisory Board.  

The students attend functions on behalf 
of The OSF and are the ‘voice’ of The 
Foundation among Oakwood students.  
In addition, the students are given the 
opportunity to learn how a non-profit 
organization is structured and operated, to 
participate in its initiatives and activities, 
and to be an advocate for The Foundation 
and Oakwood schools.

Ultimately their role is to advance 
the mission of The Oakwood Schools 
Foundation and help build awareness of the 
organization among students, faculty and 
the community. 

The OSF extends special thanks to our recent Oakwood High School graduates for 
their service on the Student Advisory Board.  Elaina Echevarria, Emma Flanagan, 
Adam Gallatin, Justin Hull, Nathan Hess and Ally Ross helped to strengthen our 
message to current students, alumni and community members.  “By serving on 
the Student Advisory Board, I’m able to give back to the Oakwood schools which 
helped me grow as a student, friend, and person for the past twelve years.  During 
homecoming weekend, I was able to provide a student perspective on the incredible 
educational opportunities that exist today in the Oakwood Schools thanks to funding 
support from The Foundation,” shared one of the graduating seniors.  

Returning members include:  Seniors Emmy Cobb, Connor Hart, Danny Johnsen, 
Elizabeth Ordeman, and Michelle Strauss, in addition to juniors Caroline Goeller, 
Callie Martindale and Brendan Talarczyk. 

New members for this year include: juniors Juliana Chen and Bella Fiore, as well 
as sophomores Sam Lahmon, Michael O’Hara, and Gabby Schalm.   The student 
advisory board members were chosen through an application process, and the 
Foundation is fortunate to have such a talented team working on its behalf!
 
The Oakwood Schools Foundation, a component of The Dayton Foundation, 
provides students with diverse and distinctive opportunities that go above 
and beyond the reach of the district’s normal operating budget.  Pursuing 
its mission, “Enhancing Excellence in Education,” The Foundation provides 
significant annual support for quality initiatives, including teacher and 
administrative grants, scholarships and special wish list items.  For more 
information on the Oakwood Schools Foundation, please contact Dante Connell, 
Director, at 297-5332 or visit our website www.oakwoodschoolsfoundation.org

OSF Student Advisory Board Members shown here are:  
(back row) Michael O’Hara, Brenda Talarczyk,
Connor Hart, Sam Lahmon, Gabby Schalm,
(front row) Callie Martindale, Caroline Goeller,
Emmy Cobb, Juliana Chen, and Michelle Strauss. 
Not pictured:  Danny Johnsen, Elizabeth Ordeman
and Bella Fiore.

 
 

With 3 of our initial 4 members returning for the 
2016-17 school year, the OHS Alumni Association’s 
Student Advisory Council added two fresh faces, 
and is ready to try something new in its second 
year of existence.  This fantastic and fun group 
of 5 includes Rachel Dalrymple, Katie Connell, 
Madeline Groff, Nicole Hess and Charlie Almoney.  
The Student Advisory Council will be taking on 
individual projects either developed by them 
personally, or an idea developed by the group or the 
Alumni Association Director.  At the beginning of the 
year, each student will set goals for their projects 
as well as identify ways to measure progress.  In 
addition to oversight from the Alumni Director, we 
aim to pair the students up with an Alumni Advisory 
Board mentor who can provide some support and 
feedback as needed.  At monthly meetings, we will 
discuss our projects and gauge progress.  

We are excited about this year’s new approach 
to the Student Advisory Council, and will share 
progress on the Alumni Association website 
under Student Advisory Council.   The OHS 
Alumni Association Student Advisory Council also 
invites any senior high student to join at any time 
throughout the year.  We meet once a month at 
lunch on Wednesdays, and would enjoy visitors 
who are interested in what we are doing.  For 
more information, talk to one of our members, 
or email Alumni Director Amy Martin at alumni@
oakwoodschools.org.

OHS Alumni 
Association’s Student 

Advisory Council
Kicks Off 2nd Year
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“In a world of constant change some things never do, 
like the VALUE of an Oakwood education.”

Information about the Oakwood Schools’ 5.75 Mill 
Operating Levy Request November 8, 2016 Election

Why? 
School funding does not automatically increase 
and operating expenses increase with inflation. 
Additional revenue is needed approximately every 
3 years.

Why now?
To continue current instructional and 
extracurricular programs that make Oakwood 
Schools excellent and to avoid an operating 
deficit.

Does the quality of schools really affect real estate values and the quality 
of the community?
Yes, maintaining high standards for comprehensive curricular programs and extracurricular activities 
has a positive effect on our entire community.  Homebuyers have cited 
the quality of the Oakwood Schools as their first priority.

Value = Top quality 

education at a 

reasonable cost

Student achievement and growth across 
all grade levels is the primary focus of the 
Oakwood Schools.
•  Consistent top recognition by the Ohio Department of Education.
•  97% of 2016 Oakwood graduates attend college.
•   Oakwood High School Ranked in the Top 1% Nationally and #1 in 

the Region by national magazines.
•   Oakwood High School named “A Most Challenging High School” by 

Washington Post – 2016.
•   Oakwood High School – Ranked in the top 1% in the State of Ohio 

and #1 in the area by US News and World Report – 2016.

•   The Top ACT Mean Score in the State of Ohio for multiple years.

•   16 Advanced Placement (AP) college level courses.

•   In May of 2016, 274 students took 497 AP exams in 23 academic 
areas.  77% of the AP students received a score of 3 or better 
on the 2016 AP exams.  Typically a score of three or better 
translates into credit for college.

•   2016 graduates were offered over $8.3 million worth of college 
scholarships.

•   70% of Oakwood Junior High Students took high school credit 
courses.

•   Academic Decathlon National Champions for five straight years 
(2012-2016).

•   Nationally ranked Speech and Debate Team has completed at 
Nationals 55 straight years.

•   Oakwood elementary students excelled on every testing 
benchmark, making us part of an elite group of Ohio school 
districts.

•   86% of our teachers hold graduate degrees.

•  Class sizes consistently lower than comparable districts.
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Oakwood Schools’ 
Financial Facts
•  The 5.75 mill levy will raise approximately $1.617 million per 

year for Oakwood Schools.

•   In 2016, State funding accounted for approximately 32.7%;
local sources 67.3%

•   97.5% of property tax collections come from homeowners.

•   The Oakwood Schools have refinanced the 2003 Construction 
Bonds twice in order to take advantage of lower interest rates at 
a significant savings to the taxpayers.

•   The Oakwood Schools maintain a high credit rating with Wall 
Street (Aa2).  In Moody’s Investors Service Annual Comment 
Report on Oakwood Schools, they stated, “Oakwood City School 
District’s credit position is very strong…”  They continued with, 
“Oakwood City School District’s cash balance as a percent of 
revenues falls short of US median,” and concluded with, “The 
ability to generate balanced financial operations indicates sound 
financial management.”

•   Oakwood Schools received two national awards for Excellence 
in Financial Reporting for 18 consecutive years.

•  Each year the district undergoes a financial audit by the State of 
Ohio each year to qualify for these awards.

Total Expenditures Per Student 
Fiscal Year 2015 – Comparable Districts

November 2016 Operating Levy Cost to Homeowners

If you have questions about school district finances and operations, or to host 
a Neighborhood Meeting to discuss the levy, please contact Treasurer, Kevin 
Philo or Superintendent, Dr. Kyle Ramey at the Board Office at 297-5332.

Source: Ohio Department of Education

This levy is for the day-to-day operations of the schools. Money from 
this levy will fund the essential operations of the district, including 
textbooks, teaching materials, technology, utilities, and employees. 
The school district spends 74 cents of every dollar on instruction, in the 
classroom – one of the highest percentages in the state of Ohio.

Oakwood Schools: 

A great value, no matter 

how you look at it.

Rank School Total
1 Orange $21,628

2 Beachwood $21,168

3 Indian Hill $18,941

4 Shaker Heights $16,617

5 Upper Arlington $15,099

Group Average $14,936 

6 Ottawa Hills $14,251

7 Bexley $14,178

8 Hudson $12,967

9 Kettering $12,710

10 Mariemont $12,181

11 Centerville $12,154

12 Oakwood $11,833 
County Average $11,104 

State Average $10,985 

13 West Carrollton $10,781

County 
Appraised 
Value

35% 
Taxable 
Value

Daily
Cost

Monthly
Cost

Semi-
Annual
Cost

Annual 
Cost

$100,000 $35,000 $0.55 $17 $101 $201

$150,000 $52,500 $0.83 $25 $151 $302

$200,000 $70,000 $1.10 $34 $202 $403

$250,000 $87,500 $1.38 $42 $252 $503

Proven Value

Renewed Daily
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Betty Lee Boren Wood, Class of 1941 
Mary Maher Lawson, Class of 1970 
Joey Magill, Class of 1978

Nick Lewis, Class of 2005
Emma Jandel, Class of 2006
1953 Football Team 

Gifted Identification Referrals Now Being Accepted
According to Ohio House Bill 282, all public school districts in Ohio are 
required to identify students for giftedness. This law, however, does 
not mandate any services for identified gifted and talented students.  
Areas of gifted identification include: superior cognitive ability and 
achievement, specific academic (math, reading, science, and social 
studies), creative thinking, and visual/performing arts (visual art, 
dance, drama, music).

Assessment procedures vary for each area of identification.  Visual/
performing arts assessments are offered throughout the school year 
on an annual basis.  All teachers, counselors, and administrators 
receive notification of students who have been identified as gifted in 
any of the domains. 

If you would like your child to be assessed for gifted identification, 
referral forms are available in the school offices and through the 
building gifted intervention specialist (GIS).

The referral form can be completed by parents/guardians, teachers, 
or peers of children who perform, or show the potential for 

performing, at remarkably high levels of accomplishment when 
compared with others of their age, experience, or environment (state 
definition). If your child has been identified as gifted in one or more 
of the above domains, additional referral/assessment for that domain 
is not necessary.  Once a student has been identified as gifted in a 
domain, the student maintains the gifted identification throughout his/
her schooling in Ohio.  To maintain the eligibility for services, scores 
attained within the previous 24 months are used.  Matrices for gifted 
services are available online on the Gifted Intervention Specialists’ 
websites or at your child’s school. 

Whole-grade gifted assessment is regularly completed throughout a 
child’s school career.  In grades, 2, 4, and 6, students take the Iowa 
Test of Basic Skills and the Cognitive Abilities Test.  These tests can 
be used to help identify students as gifted in the domains of Superior 
Cognitive Ability and Specific Academic Ability.  The SAT and ACT can 
also be used to identify giftedness. Additionally, our Gifted Intervention 
Specialists coordinate assessments based on parent/teacher 
referrals. 

The Class of 1965 gathered for their 40th reunion at Homecoming 2005 with almost half 
the class attending.  During the weekend they discussed ways to celebrate their 50th 
reunion and decided a special plan was needed.  To give something substantial back to 
the Oakwood Schools, the Class of 1965 established a special fund through The Oakwood 
Schools Foundation to benefit the Oakwood Schools.  Over the past ten years the fund 
has grown to over $25,000, through the significant contributions from the Class of 1965.  

Following their reunion in October 2015, the Class of 1965 consulted with the Oakwood 
Schools Foundation and chose to fund a stone sign for the front of Oakwood High 
School as well as four teak benches to provide additional seating in front of the school.  
The project came in under budget, allowing their class to also donate $10,000 to the 
Oakwood Athletic Project at Old River.  

The Oakwood Schools Foundation and the Oakwood Athletic Project are grateful for 
the contribution from the OHS Class of 1965.  Their support will be remembered in the 
Oakwood schools through this generous gift enhancing the development of well-rounded 
students while also advancing the overall reputation of excellence in the community. Unveiling the new stone sign outside the front of Oakwood High School:  Mike Ruetschle, 

architect; Amy Martin, Oakwood Alumni Association Director; Phil Schnell, OSF Chair;
Julie Cannon, OSF Grants Chair; Dante Connell, OSF Director; Jim Deuser, OHS 1965 Class 
Representative; and Paul Waller, OHS Principal

OSF Facilities Gift from OHS Class of 1965

Congratulations 2016 Athletic Hall of Fame Award Recipients
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OAKWOOD CITY SCHOOLS
October/November 2016
October 2016 
10/5  6 p.m. Homecoming Parade & Bonfi re
10/6  4 p.m. Sam Andrews Educational Hall of Honor   
  Reception
10/7  7 p.m. Homecoming Football Game
10/7  9 p.m. Come Back Lumberjacks Event
10/8  8 p.m. Homecoming Dance
10/10   7 p.m. Regular Board Meeting
10/12-14 Harman Book Fair
10/15   10 a.m.-2 p.m. Smith PTO Fall Festival
10/18  7 p.m. OHS NHS Induction Ceremony
10/19  11:30 a.m. Harman PTO Luncheon
10/20  7 p.m. Fall Rally for Music
10/21  7 p.m. OJHS Dance
10/22  6 p.m. Ghostwood at Smith
10/23  4 p.m. OHS Trick or Treat for Canned Goods
10/24  7 p.m. OJHS Fall Sports Recognition Night
10/24-28 Parent Teacher Conferences – Harman
10/28  1 p.m. Smith Halloween Parade
10/29  Harman PTO Trivia Night

November 2016
11/8-9  6:30 p.m. OHS Fall Sports Banquet
11/10-12 7 p.m. OHS Play
11/11  11 a.m. Veteran’s Day Program at Smith
11/17  7 p.m. OJHS Fall Band Concert
11/18  9 p.m. OHS Techno Dance
11/19  7 p.m. Oakwood Jazz Band Concert
11/21  7 p.m. Regular Board Meeting
11/23-25 No School/Thanksgiving Break

The Oakwood Schools master calendar can 
be viewed online at: 

www.oakwood.k12.oh.us/oakwood/Oakwood_Calendars.html

Oakwood Giving
Trick or Treat for Canned Goods
Sunday, October 23 @ 4 p.m.

Marching Band 
Concert 

Wednesday, October 19 @ 7 p.m.

Fall Orchestra 
Concert

Wednesday, October 26 @ 7 p.m.

Reminder of Early 
Dismissal Dates 

for 2016-17 
Schools will dismiss early on the following Fridays, so 
school staff may participate in professional development. 

Dismissal times: 
Lange 11:43 a.m., Harman/Smith 11:43 a.m.

OJHS/OHS 11:43 a.m.

September 23, October 14
November 11, December 9

January 13, March 17
April 14, May 12

Look for students in grades K-6 to arrive home wearing 
early dismissal stickers on the Thursdays prior to the 
Friday early dismissal dates.

Athletic Passes for Senior Citizens
Residents of Oakwood who 
are at least age 65 qualify 
for an athletic pass, good for 
free admission to all home 
athletic games, excluding 
tournaments. The pass will 
admit the holder and one 

guest. Please visit the Board Office at 20 Rubicon Road to obtain 
a pass.
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Congratulations
2016 Sam Andrews Educational

Hall of Honor Inductees
Deborah Corpus OHS English Teacher  1973-80, 1993-2011 

Joseph Gural OHS Social Studies Teacher 1971-2001
Christine Murphy E.D. Smith Teacher 1984-2008

Lewis Parlett E.D. Smith Head Custodian 1976-2007

The inductees, as well as previous recipients of the award, will be honored at 
a reception on Thursday, October 6, 2016 at 4 p.m. at Dayton Country Club.

For reservations contact the Board of Education, Sandi Branham at 
937-297-5332 or email at branham.sandi@oakwoodschools.org

Oakwood City Schools New Employee Spotlight

Homecoming Activities
Wednesday, October 5 
6:00 p.m. Parade and Bonfire

Friday, October 7
5:30 p.m. Tailgate
7:00 p.m. OHS Football Game

John Baker
Educational Aide

Oakwood High School

Leslie Daniel
Intervention Specialist

Smith Elementary

Brian Hartt
Physics/Engineering Teacher 

Oakwood High School

Michael Rado
Business Teacher

Oakwood High School

Monica Hiebert
Recess Supervisor

Lange

Kayleigh Davidson
1st Grade Teacher

Harman Elementary

Andrea Bortner
Kindergarten Teacher 

Lange

Amy Samosky
School Psychologist

Oakwood High School

Sarah Schleehauf
Gifted Intervention Specialist 

OJHS/OHS

Tina Detamore
Health Assistant, RN

OJHS/OHS

Sandi Branham
Administrative Assistant
to the Superintendent

Lucy Jacobs
Intervention Specialist

Smith Elementary

Kerri Satko
Math Teacher

Oakwood Junior High School



Wright Memorial
P u b l i c  L i b ra r y

Hours: 10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. Monday – Friday    10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Saturday   1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Sunday
Your Wright Library card can get you so much more than just books! Did you know with your library card you have access to over 150 research 
databases? Discover your family history with Ancestry.com, learn more about our state with Ohio History Central Encyclopedia, or find out how much 
that old vase in your attic is worth with Antiques Reference. With so many databases at your fingertips you can continue to expand your mind and 
learn more about the world around you. Learn more and find the full list of databases at wrightlibrary.org/research

Far Hills Speaker Series turns focus 
to Hawthorn Hill and Oakwood 
Architecture

The October and November Far Hill 
Speaker Series sessions each bring a 
new look at the homes of Oakwood.

In October, Alex Heckman, director of 
education at Dayton History, will present “Following Famous Footsteps: 
A Century of Noteworthy Visitors to Hawthorn Hill.” Learn more about 
Hawthorn Hill and the many famous visitors to the Wright mansion. 

In November, Mark W. Risley will present “The Classic Architecture of 
Oakwood,” designed to raise awareness and appreciation of Oakwood’s 
unique and distinctive architecture. Learn the history behind them: who 
owned them; why they were built; and how they have changed over the 
years. 

Risley has been on the board of The Oakwood Historical Society since 
2006 and is president emeritus. He is past co-chair of the former Oakwood 
Preservation Trust, a history advocate, and is involved in local independent 
film production.

The Far Hills Speaker Series is a partnership of Wright Library and the 
Oakwood Historical Society.  
“Following Famous Footsteps: A Century of Noteworthy Visitors to 
Hawthorn Hill” 2-4 p.m. Oct. 16

“The Classic Architecture of Oakwood.” 2-4 p.m., Nov. 6

 Hidden Oakwood Walk
Join Mark W. Risley of the 
Oakwood Historical Society 
for a fun and informative 
walk.  The event highlights 
three of the natural retreats 
hidden in Oakwood- Loy 
Gardens, Elizabeth Gardens, 
and Houk Stream. “The 
tour will spotlight the 

remarkable trails in Oakwood, and will include the geology, history, and 
natural habitats of the park,” Risley said.

The 1.5 mile walk begins and ends in front of Wright Library on Saturday, 
October 22- 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. To register, visit www.wrightlibrary.org/
hiddenoakwood or call (937) 294-7171. 

Library launches Library Ambassadors 
program
Wright Memorial Public 
Library is proud to 
announce its 2016-2017 
Library Ambassadors. Each 
ambassador was chosen 
based on Summer Reading 
Club accomplishments and 
good citizenship. This inaugural class of ambassadors will represent the 
Library in their schools, participate in various community events with the 
Library, and contribute ideas during a kids’ focus session. 

The 2016-2017 Library Ambassadors are Kate Silvan; Brady Thobe; Sean 
Czeiszperger; Kate Arzola; Aoife Sullivan; Daniel Pierce; Adeline Urbas; 
Roody Garat; Dharma Edmonds-Wert; Srinidhi Krishnamoorthy; Josh 
Cahoon; Maia Yokoi Madelyn Wood; and William Heckman. 

“Children are valued Library users – as well as our patrons of the future,” 
said Community Engagement Specialist Tracy Staley. “We want to recognize 
the contributions they are already making and inspire them to continue a 
life of civic engagement.”
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October
1 Paws to Read * (Registration requested) 11 a.m. (E)
2 Let’s Go Lego 2-4 p.m. (P,E); Next Chapter Book Club 2-3 p.m. (Adults with Developmental Disabilities)
3 Baby Storytime 10:30-11:15 a.m. (I); Tweens Create 4 p.m.-4:45 p.m. (4-6th grade)
4 Terrific Tales on Tuesday 10:30-11:15 a.m. (P); Teen Writing Club 6:30 p.m. (T)
6 Next Chapter Book Club 6:30-7:30 p.m. (Adults with Developmental Disabilities)
7 Books & Blocks 10:30-11:15 a.m.; Writers’ Café 7 p.m. (A)
8 Paws to Read * (Registration requested) 11 a.m. (E); Self-Publishing Workshop 2 p.m. (A)
9 Let’s Go Lego 2-4 p.m. (P,E); Next Chapter Book Club 2-3 p.m. (Adults with Developmental Disabilities)
11 Exploring Ted Talks 6:30 p.m. (T); Book Club 7 p.m. (A)
12 Teen Advisory Board 3:30 p.m. (T)
13 Device Users’ Group 2:30 p.m. (A); Next Chapter Book Club 6:30-7:30 p.m. (Adults with Developmental  
 Disabilities)
14 Books & Blocks 10:30-11:15 a.m.; Exploring Ted Talks 12:30 p.m.; Spectrum Playdate 6:30 p.m. 
15 Exploring Ted Talks 10:30 a.m. (T); Special Family Event: Pumpkin Decoration 2 p.m. 
16 Next Chapter Book Club 2-3 p.m. (Adults with Developmental Disabilities)
17 Baby Storytime 10:30-11:15 a.m. (I); Tweens Create 4 p.m.-4:45 p.m. (4-6th grade)
18 Terrific Tales on Tuesday 10:30-11:15 a.m. (P); Teen Writing Club 6:30 p.m. (T); Wright Library Poets 7 p.m.
20 Next Chapter Book Club 6:30 p.m. (Adults with Developmental Disabilities)
21 Books & Blocks 10:30-11:15 a.m. (I,P); Writer’s Café 7 p.m. (A)
22  Hidden Oakwood Walk 10 a.m.; Paws to Read 11 a.m. (registration requested); Engaging Arts 2 p.m. (F)
23  Next Chapter Book Club 2-3 p.m. (Adults with Developmental Disabilities); Raspberry Pi: The Inventor’s  
 Pocket Computer 2 p.m. (T,A)
24  Baby Storytime 10:30-11:15 a.m. (I); Tweens Create 4 p.m.-4:45 p.m.
25  Terrific Tales on Tuesday 10:30-11:15 a.m. (P); Teen Writing Club 6:30 p.m. (T)
27  Device Users’ Group 2:30 p.m. (A); Next Chapter Book Club 6:30-7:30 p.m. (Adults with Developmental  
 Disabilities)
28  Books & Blocks 10:30-11:15 a.m. (I,P)
29  Paws to Read 11 a.m. (Registration requested)
30  Let’s Go Lego 2-4 p.m. (P,E); Next Chapter Book Club 2-3 p.m. (Adults with Developmental Disabilities)
31  Baby Storytime 10:30-11:15 a.m. (I); Tweens Create 4 p.m.-4:45 p.m. (4-6th grade)

November
1  Terrific Tales on Tuesday 10:30-11:15 a.m. (P); Exploring Ted Talks 2 p.m. (T)
3  Next Chapter Book Club 6:30 p.m. (Adults with Developmental Disabilities)
4  Books & Blocks 10:30-11:15 a.m. (I,P); Writer’s Café 7 p.m. (A)
5  Paws to Read 11 a.m. (registration requested); Engaging Arts 2 p.m. (F)
6  Next Chapter Book Club 2 p.m.; Far Hills Speaker Series: The Classic Architecture of 
 Oakwood 2 p.m.
7  Baby Storytime 10:30-11:15 a.m. (I); Tweens Create 4 p.m.-4:45 p.m. (4-6th grade)
8  Terrific Tales on Tuesday 10:30-11:15 a.m. (P); Teen Writing Club 6:30 p.m. (T); Book Club 7 p.m.(A)
9  Teen Advisory Board 3:30 p.m. (T)
10  Device Users’ Group 2:30 p.m. (A); Next Chapter Book Club 2-3 p.m. 
 (Adults with Developmental Disabilities)
11  Books & Blocks 10:30-11:15 a.m.; Spectrum Playdate 6:30 p.m. (E)
12  Paws to Read 11 a.m. (registration requested)
13  Next Chapter Book Club 2-3 p.m. (Adults with Developmental Disabilities)
14  Baby Storytime 10:30-11:15 a.m. (I); Tweens Create 4 p.m.-4:45 p.m. (4-6th grade)
15  Terrific Tales on Tuesday 10:30-11:15 a.m. (P); Wright Library Poets 7 p.m.
17  Next Chapter Book Club 6:30 p.m. (Adults with Developmental Disabilities)
18  Books & Blocks 10:30-11:15 a.m.; Teen Café 6:30 p.m. (T); Writers’ Café 7 p.m. (A)
19  Special Family Event: Pete the Cat 2 p.m. (F) 
20  Let’s Go Lego 2-4 p.m. (P,E); Next Chapter Book Club 2-3 p.m. (Adults with Developmental Disabilities)
27  Next Chapter Book Club 6:30 p.m. (Adults with Developmental Disabilities)
28  Baby Storytime 10:30-11:15 a.m. (I); Tweens Create 4 p.m.-4:45 p.m. (4-6th grade)
29  Terrific Tales on Tuesday 10:30-11:15 a.m. (P); Teen Writing Club 6:30 p.m. (T)
 

KEY: I=Infant; P=Preschool; E=Elementary; T=Teen; F=Family; A=Adult

Next Chapter Book Club expands
Next Chapter Book Club, a 
partnership between Wright 
Memorial Public Library and the 
Miami Valley Down Syndrome 
Association, has added a second 
meeting night this fall after 
experiencing great demand last 
year. NCBC is a community-based 

book club for adults with Down syndrome, autism, cerebral palsy, and other 
intellectual and developmental disabilities.   The largest community-based 
book club program of its kind in the world, NCBC has hundreds of clubs 
meeting weekly in North America and Europe. At Wright Library, groups meet 
Sundays and now Thursdays. For more information, call Diane Bengson at 
(937) 294-7171 or bengson@wrightlibrary.org. See dates and times at 
www.wrightlibrary.org/calendar

Patrons’ Priorities
Over the last several months Wright Memorial Public Library has been engaged 
in a multi-phase research process designed to gain a better understanding of 
our residents’ priorities for the library, perceptions of the library facility, and the 
programs and services you value. In addition to a recent online survey – that 
garnered 677 responses – we sought community input by inviting groups of 
patrons and residents to participate in small-group discussions, and a phone 
survey was conducted with a national polling firm. 

The information gathered throughout this process will be used to shape plans 
for the future of Wright Library, and we would like to take this opportunity to 
express our gratitude to everyone that shared their thoughts and ideas with us. 

Our goal is to present future plans for Wright Library that best meet the needs 
and priorities of our Oakwood community for years to come – and with your 
input and guidance – we know this goal can be achieved. 

Together Oakwood Project
The Together Oakwood Project is a call to artists and writers 
of all ages and abilities to express what they love best 
about Oakwood—its heroes, its characters, its traditions, its 
goodness.  What brings us together and makes us a better 
Oakwood? It is a project about our community, by our community.

Jacqui Taylor, Youth Services Coordinator at Wright Library, initiated the 
Together Oakwood Project in response to the divisive nature of recent local and 
national news.  “Wright Memorial Public Library is proud to be Open to All, a 
place of unity no matter what is going on in the wider world,” Taylor said.

Interested in participating? Submit an application now through Oct. 9th and 
plan to attend a Community Creation Day Dec. 4th. More details about the 
Together Oakwood Project and applications are available at the Library and 
online at www.wrightlibary.org/togetheroakwoodproject. 



Visit the Oakwood community’s
40 Asset website at

www.oakwoodschools.org/About Us/40 Assets 
for information, news, events, and more!

O ur community 
endeavors to 
intentionally and 

strategically construct building 
blocks to help our young 
people grow up healthy, 
caring, and responsible.

40assets
building blocks for healthy 

development of young people

City of Oakwood
30 Park Avenue
Oakwood, Montgomery County
Oakwood, OH 45419

Asset Builder Profile
Pattie Bieser Edmonson is an Alumna of Oakwood High School, 
Class of 1958, and Ohio State University, Class of 1962.  She has 
been involved in volunteering most of her adult life, with a deep 
commitment to mentoring young women diagnosed with breast 
cancer, of which she is a survivor of more than 7 years.   She is 
also passionate about her commitment to intellectual disabilities, 
Alzheimer’s disease, and cancer research locally and nationwide.  

Pattie has served on countless boards including, but not limited 
to, Oakwood Schools Foundation as a board member for six years 
(2009-2014) and Chair for four years (2011-2014).  She is also an 
active board member of the Oakwood Schools Alumni Association 
since joining in 2007.

Pattie and her husband Allen are 5th generation Daytonians and have raised three wonderful 
children.   They both have a deep love of the schools and communities.  Pattie loves volunteering 
because it allows her to meet other people who do great things.  She is a glowing role model for 
our students and community because of her passion for volunteering and helping others in every 
way she can. 

Assets:  1 Family Support, 4 Caring Neighborhood, 9 Service to Others, 14 Adult Role 
Model, 26 Caring, 30 Responsibility, 32 Planning and Decision-Making, 39 Sense of 
Purpose


