
MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2008 

OAKWOOD CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 
The council of the city of Oakwood, Ohio met in a work session on Monday, September 15, 
2008 in the conference room of the Oakwood Municipal Building, 30 Park Avenue.  The Mayor 
of the city, Judy Cook, presided.  Council members in attendance were Mayor Judy Cook, Vice 
Mayor Carlo McGinnis, Steven Byington, William Duncan and Stanley Castleman; Staff in 
attendance were City Manager Norbert Klopsch and City Attorney Dalma Grandjean. 
 
Mayor Cook called the council work session to order at 6 p.m.   
 
NOTE:  Due to the extreme wind storm that occurred yesterday, Sunday September 14, and the 
resulting power outages and major damage throughout the city of Oakwood and many parts of 
Ohio, the normally scheduled 7:30 p.m. public meeting this evening was cancelled.   
 
Mayor Cook led a discussion on the following agenda items: 
 

• Wind Storm Response:  Mr. Klopsch provided a briefing on the city’s response to the 
wind storm.  Highlights include:   

o Most importantly, there are no noted injuries resulting from the storm event. 
o A majority of the city (over 80%) has been without electricity since around 2 p.m. 

yesterday. 
o The city’s emergency power generators at the city building, public works center 

and Springhouse water plant are running and functioning as designed.   
o The water system is operational; except that the high pressure booster system 

affecting approximately 300 customers in the area around the water tower (i.e., 
the area bounced by Ridgeway, Grandon, Far Hills and Dorothy Lane) is not 
operational.  However, all of the citizens in this area still have water, just at a 
lower pressure.   

o The greatest public safety concern is the 50+/- utility wires that are broken and 
laying throughout the community.   

o City staff has completed a survey of the community and identified around 500 
locations where trees or tree limbs need to be removed.  Three city crews, 
augmented by two crews from American Forestry Service, are responding. 

o Approximately 15-20 homes were struck by trees or large limbs.   
o The city has sent CodeRed telephone messages to approximately 4,900 telephone 

numbers throughout the community providing information about the event, but 
only about 28% of the calls went through.   

o The city is communicating with DP&L regarding priority repair locations, 
focusing on the downed wire areas.   

o Regular weekly household trash pickup was completed today on schedule and 
will continue the rest of the week.  On Friday, the public works center will 
provide a drop-off location for property owners to dispose of additional refuse, 
primarily food.   



o It is not yet known whether the state will provide reimbursement for storm related 
expenses, but city staff is keeping track of all costs. 

o Fortunately, damage to city facilities, including parks, has been minor.   
 
• COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

o FINANCE, MR. DUNCAN 
o September 16 BRC Meeting.  Council directed Mr. Klopsch to cancel the 

meeting scheduled for tomorrow evening.   
o PLANNING & ZONING, MR. BYINGTON 

o Sugar Camp/Pointe Oakwood.  Not discussed.   
o PUBLIC PROPERTIES, MR. CASTLEMAN 

o September 18 Athletic/Rec Space Meeting.  Council discussed whether to 
also cancel this meeting.  Final decision will be made on Wednesday 
after seeing how cleanup operations and power restoration evolves.   

o Orchard Parking Lot.  Not discussed. 
o Doggie Stations.  Not discussed. 
o Natural Gas Purchase.  Not discussed. 

 
• REGIONAL AGENCIES 

o MVCC, MR. CASTLEMAN 
o September 17 Networking Meeting.  Mr. Klopsch stated that this meeting 

is still scheduled to take place on Wednesday evening.  All members 
except Vice Mayor McGinnis are planning to attend. 

o Executive Director Search.  Mr. Klopsch reported that he is participating 
on the six-member search committee and that five people will be 
interviewed on October 8.   

o MAYORS & MANAGERS, MAYOR COOK 
o Report on September 10 Meeting.  Not discussed.  

 
• BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 

o CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE, MAYOR COOK 
o Centennial Park.  Not discussed.   
o Volunteer Thank You.  Mayor Cook mentioned that a thank you message 

will be included in tomorrow’s Oakwood Register – this to list all persons 
who helped in planning and executing the various Centennial celebration 
events; it will also list all of the financial contributors.  Mr. Klopsch 
presented the invitation that will be mailed next week to all volunteers 
asking them to attend a thank you reception event on October 29.   

 
• MISCELLANEOUS 

o December Council Meeting Dates.  Council decided to change the December 
meeting date from the 15th to the 8th, this so all five council members can be 
present.   

o BRAC Trip to San Antonio.  Mayor Cook reviewed plans for the trip to take place 
next week.  Mayor Cook, Mr. Byington and Mr Klopsch will participate.   



o Joint School/Library/City Board Meeting.  Council selected Tuesday, October 21 
for this meeting.  The meeting is scheduled to take place from 7:30 to 9 a.m.   

o 40 Developmental Assets.  Mr. Klopsch reminded council to advise Cathy Blum 
if they would like to attend the event next month. 

o NLC.  Council agreed to make final decisions on NLC attendance by this Friday.  
Mr. Klopsch stated that he will fly on Wednesday, November 12 and return on 
Friday evening, November 14.   

 
There being no other business, Mayor Cook adjourned the work session at 7:16 p.m.  
 
 
 
       __________________________________ 
       Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Clerk of Council 



 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 

TO:  MEMBERS OF STAFF 
 
FROM: NORBERT KLOPSCH  
 
SUBJECT: COUNCIL MEETING WORK SESSION MINUTES 
 
DATE:  SEPTEMBER 22, 2008  
 
 
Attached is a copy of the minutes from our most recent council work session.  I send this to you 
for your information and follow through as appropriate.  Please see me if you have any 
questions. 
 
 
NSK:cb 
 
attachment 


