
OAKWOOD SCENE 
A Joint Publication Provided 
by the City of Oakwood, 
Oakwood School District 
and Wright Memorial Public Library. 

April/May 
2011

City Council
William Duncan, Mayor
Steve Byington, Vice Mayor 
Stanley Castleman
Rob Stephens
Anne Hilton

Administration
Norbert S. Klopsch, City Manager 
Jay A. Weiskircher, Assistant City Manager 
Alex P. Bebris, Public Safety Director 
Cindy S. Stafford, Finance Director 
Carol D. Collins, Leisure Services Director 
Kevin W. Weaver, Eng./Public Works Director
Robert F. Jacques, City Attorney 
Dr. Richard Garrison, M.D., Health Commissioner 

Board of Education
Elizabeth K. Reger, President 
R. Sam Davis, Vice President
Christopher B. Epley
Katherine B. Hollingsworth
Michael A. Miller

Administration
Mary Jo Scalzo, Ph.D., Superintendent
Kevin S. Philo, Treasurer
Pamela Taiclet, Director of 
 Educational Services
Kimberly Kappler Hewitt, Ph.D., 
 Director of Curriculum
Paul Waller, OHS Principal
Dan Weckstein, OJHS Principal
Mark Hughes, Director of 
 Athletics and Student Activities
Nance Bradds, Smith Principal
Allyson Couch, Harman Principal
Kathleen Bartalo, Lange Principal

Library Board
Alan Halpern, President 
John Green, Vice President 
Michael Roediger, Secretary 
Beverly K. Jones-Arthur
Pamela Menafee
Jack Pearson
Lu Ann Stanley

Administration
Ann Snively, Director
Debra Schenk, Fiscal Offi cer

IMPORTANT 2010/11 OAKWOOD 
KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION
Parent orientation and
screening date set

P7 LIBRARY READING
PROGRAMS PREVENT
SUMMER LEARNING LOSS

P9THAT DAY IN MAY FAMILY
FESTIVAL SET FOR MAY 21
See schedule of events.

P3

Library News

Wright Library will offer summer reading programs and activities 
for children and teens. There will even be an adult summer read-
ing promotion with prizes donated by local sponsors. This year’s 

Summer Reading theme is travel and world cultures. The children’s theme is 
“One World, Many Stories.” The teen catchphrase is “You Are Here” and the adult 
slogan is “Novel Destinations”. Activities will begin as soon as school is out and 
will run until the fi rst week in August. Plan now to join the fun at the Library!

Intra-District Enrollment Information

Per Board policy the Oakwood City School District will consider requests for intra-
district transfers between Harman and Smith Schools under specifi c conditions, 
based upon established criteria. Families should contact principals directly for 

information on these criteria.

Applications for intra-district transfers may be submitted to the school principal beginning 
April 15, 2011 and must be received no later than June 1, 2011. The principal will notify the 
parent(s)/guardian(s) in writing by August 1, 2011 as to whether the intra-district placement is 
granted or denied.

Mulch Program

Citizens will have two options again this year for obtaining leaf mulch. For those 
who want mulch delivered, we offer 3 cubic yards for $65 and 6 cubic yards for 
$85. Please call 298-0777 to place an order. We will be taking orders beginning in 

March on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis. Mulch deliveries will take place on six Saturdays 
beginning on April 9th and ending on May 14th. On the same six Saturdays, residents can 
obtain free mulch from the public works center at 210 Shafor Blvd. between the hours of 8:
00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. but must haul the material themselves. City personnel will assist in 
loading the mulch. No commercial vehicles will be allowed to pick up mulch. 
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April/May City Council
Meetings
City Council will conduct public meetings on
the following dates:

Regular Sessions:
  7:30 p.m., Monday, April 4
  7:30 p.m., Monday, May 9

Work Sessions:
  5:00 p.m., Monday, April 18
  5:00 p.m., Monday, May 23

All meetings will take place in the conference room/council 
chambers at 30 Park Avenue. The regular sessions are 
preceded with a work session beginning at 6 p.m.

Holiday Closing
Monday, May 30, 2011 - Memorial Day. City offi ces including 
the OCC and Public Works Center will be closed. The OCC Offi ce 
and Health Center will be open from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
May 28 and from 12-5 p.m. on Sunday, May 29. 

Gardner Pool Hours
Gardner Pool will open Saturday, May 28 and operate daily 
from Noon - 8 p.m. 

Memorial Day Trash Pickup
Please note that trash pickup for all routes the week of May 
30th will be picked up one day later than usual. Monday’s 
route will be picked up Tuesday; Tuesday’s route will be 
picked up Wednesday; Wednesday’s route will be picked up 
Thursday and Thursday’s route will be picked up Friday. 

Spring Yard & Garden Cleanup
As you get ready to tackle the spring yard and garden projects,

here are a few things to remember:

• Place larger piles of yard debris including brush and branches into 
the tree lawn area just behind the curb. Remember that branches 
should be no longer than 6’ and should be placed in manageable 
piles. Also, please do not place these piles around trees, fi re 
hydrants, cable TV boxes or posts/poles.

• Under no circumstance should you place anything except yard 
debris in the tree lawn area.

• Place small amounts of leaves, small twigs, fl owers and other such 
smaller yard debris items in with your regular trash. Please do not 
compact the debris into the cans so that it may be easily removed.

• Do not stack loose debris around or on top of cans.

• Please remember the 35 gallon and 60-pound maximums on
trash cans and that all cans must have lids.

• Grass clippings are not accepted, either with regular trash or with 
curbside yard debris

Please refer to the map below for your scheduled brush
and branch and special pickup days.

N

The following two roads are scheduled as follows:

• Far Hills Avenue: 4/14, 4/28, 5/12, 5/26

• Shroyer Road: 4/7, 4/21, 5/5, 5/19
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Harman Ave.

Monday
4/11, 4/25,
5/9, 5/23

Tuesday
4/12, 4/26,
5/10, 5/24

Friday
4/8, 4/22,
5/6, 5/20

Thursday
4/7, 4/21,
5/5, 5/19

Wednesday
4/6, 4/20,
5/4, 5/18

Tuesday
4/5, 4/19,
5/3, 5/17

Monday
4/4, 4/18,
5/2, 5/16, 5/31

Wednesday
4/13, 4/27,
5/11, 5/25

Thursday
4/14, 4/28,
5/12, 5/26

Friday
4/1, 4/15,
4/29, 5/13,
      5/27

Curbside Yard Debris 
Collection Schedule
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Building/Zoning Permits

A
s the weather starts to warm and you begin thinking 
about tackling outdoor projects, please remember 
that many improvements require permits before you 
get started. Whether you do the work yourself or 

hire a contractor, check with the city offi ces regarding permit 
requirements. Improvements such as installing a fence; building 
a deck; erecting a storage shed or constructing a brick or stone 

patio or walkway all require permits. Larger projects such as 
room additions and decks may also require a public hearing, so 
plan ahead if your project is time sensitive. Questions regarding 
permits and the information you and/or your contractor will 
need to submit should be directed to the Zoning Inspector at 
297-2920 or bunting@oakwood.oh.us 

THAT DAY IN MAY
Sponsored by the Oakwood Rotary Club

Oakwood’s family festival will be held Saturday, May 21, 2011.
Please plan on attending this year’s festival which promises to be packed full

of fun activities and events for the whole family.

Silent Auction
8 a.m. to 12 Noon

Oakwood High School Cafeteria Hallway

Fun Run
8:30 a.m.

Begins at Oakwood High School Stadium

Oakwood 5K & 10K Run
9 a.m.

Begins at Oakwood High School Stadium

Community Parade
11:30 a.m.

Begins at Dorothy Lane Market on
Shafor Boulevard to Stadium

Battle of the Bands
12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Oakwood High School Stadium

Games and Rides
12 Noon to 4 p.m.

On Shafor Boulevard between Dellwood
and Harman Boulevard

Displays, Refreshments and Lunch
12 Noon to 4 p.m.

Lots of good food to choose from.
This year, chicken dinners will be available. 

Tickets sold at the OCC.

Saturday, May 21, 2011  |  Schedule of Events

         Car Show
12 Noon to 3 p.m.
On Dellwood between

Shafor and Schantz Ave.

Pancake Breakfast
  8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
    Oakwood High School Cafeteria
  Tickets available at the OCC
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2011 Curb, Walk and
Apron Project

T
he 2011 curb, sidewalk and apron repair 
project will take place in the area east of Far 
Hills from Aberdeen Ave. to Patterson Road. 
The purpose of the program is to maintain the 

concrete structures located within the city rights-of-way 
in good, safe condition. We have inspected the areas 
and marking sections of concrete requiring repairs. 
Residents affected by the work will receive personal 
notifi cation regarding their responsibilities. Please call 
Bart Bornhorst, Engineering Technician, at 298-0777 
if you have any questions. For those who choose to do 
the repair work themselves, please remember to obtain 
a permit in advance and that all work must be completed 
and inspected by June 10th.

Annual Fire Hydrant Flushing
The annual fi re hydrant fl ushing will begin the week of 
April 4th and last approximately 5 weeks. Please watch 
for news releases in the Oakwood Register regarding the 
timing for your particular street. 

Summer Employment Opportunities

The city of Oakwood is currently accepting applications 
for summer employment in the following areas: Pool 
Concessions; Lifeguarding; Park Supervisors; Boulevard 
Maintenance; Smith Gardens Maintenance; General 

Maintenance (including roadways, water system and refuse); and 
Day Camp Counselors. Applicants must be at least 18 years of age 
at the time of employment in order to be eligible for the Boulevard, 
Smith Gardens and General Maintenance positions and for the Day 
Camp Counselor positions. The minimum age for all other positions 
is 16. Employment applications are available at the City Building or 
the Community Center. Equal Opportunity Employer.

Special Pickups

S
pecial pickups can be scheduled by calling 298-0777. 
All Oakwood property owners are entitled to two special 
pickups per calendar year at no cost. Additional pickups 
will be charged at $50 each. If you are a tenant, you must 

coordinate your special pickups with the property owner. For special 
pickups, all items must be placed in an open area where the city 
bucket loader can safely access them (e.g., on driveways away from 
structures and fences). Special pickups are suspended from mid-
October through the end of the year due to leaf collection activities.

Dumpsters

A
s an alternative to special pickups, and for any remodeling 
project, residents can request dumpsters for disposing of 
resident generated debris (no contractor generated debris 
allowed). There is a $50 delivery and pickup charge for 

the dumpsters. The person requesting the dumpster will also be 
responsible for the costs incurred by the city for dumping the 
discarded materials. If you would like to use the dumpsters for 
disposing of brush and branch material, rather than waiting for 
the regularly scheduled bi-weekly pickup, please call to schedule 
a dumpster delivery. There is no charge when using dumpsters for 
brush and branch disposal. Call 298-0777 to schedule this service.

William Duncan
Mayor

Steve Byington
Vice Mayor

Anne Hilton
Council Member

Rob Stephens
Council MemberOakwood City

Council
Oakwood City

Stanley Castleman
Council Member
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Friends Of Smith Gardens 
Perennial Sale

T
he twenty-fi fth annual Friends of Smith Gardens 
Perennial Sale will be held on Friday, April 15 and 
Saturday, April 16 at the OCC, 105 Patterson Road. The 
hours are from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Friday and 9 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. on Saturday. A wide variety of perennials, hostas, 
ferns, herbs, ornamental grasses, wildfl owers and daylilies 
will be available. A complete listing of plants at the sale is now 
available at the OCC, by mail, or by calling the OCC at 298-
0777. Volunteers are needed to help. If anyone is interested, 
please contact Carol Collins at 298-0775.

Tax Season is Here
2010 Oakwood income tax returns are due April 18, 2011. 
The traditional filing deadline of April 15 has been extended 
due to the observation of Emancipation Day in the District 
of Columbia. 

All residents, 18 years of age or older, must fi le an annual 
return, whether or not any tax is due unless exempted by the 
city. Retired residents who have income derived exclusively from 
non-taxable sources (interest, dividend, social security and/or 
pension income, etc.) must notify the tax offi ce in writing in order 
to be exempt from the fi ling requirement. The 2010 Oakwood 
income tax return is available at www.oakwoodcitytax.com and 
has been created in a “fi ll-in” format which will calculate the tax 
return for you. Additional tax forms are available on the City’s 
web site at www.mvcc.net/oakwood. 

Should you need an extension of time to fi le your return, your 
extension request must be submitted to our offi ce on or before 
April 18, 2011. Payment of your estimated tax liability must 
accompany the request as an extension of time to fi le is not an 
extension of time to pay the tax due.

Normal business hours for the tax offi ce are from 8:00 am 
to 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday. Extended hours will be 
provided during the fi ling season as follows:

If you have any questions regarding the Oakwood income tax, 
please contact the tax department at 298-0531.

Friday, April 15   8:00 am – 6:00 pm
Monday, April 18   8:00 am – 6:00 pm

Important Leisure Services
Department Dates

Saturday, April 30, 7:30–9:00 p.m.

Father/Daughter Dance

Join David Smith 
on Tuesday 

afternoons for 
an adult drawing 
class beginning

April 12. 

Joy of Drawing

Friday, April 29, 8–9:30 p.m.

Annual 6th Grade Dance

Saturday, May 7,
8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
For further details

or information,
please contact the 
Community Center

at 298-0775. 

American Red Cross Babysitting Course
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4th Annual Oakwood High School 
Distinguished Alumni Awards 
Announced

T
he Oakwood High School Alumni Board is pleased to 
announce the Distinguished Alumni Award recipients for 2011. 
The award, which recognizes OHS Alumni who have made 
signifi cant accomplishments in their careers and communities, 

will be presented to four exceptional individuals this year: 

Mr. Robert M. Pool, Class of 1933, Oakwood teacher, community 
leader and founding member of the Alumni Association; Reverend Dr. 
Rowan A. Greer, Class of 1952, author and professor; Mr. Charles 
A. Ford, Class of 1968, former Ambassador of the United States in 
Honduras; Mr. Michael K. Kennedy, Class of 1968, attorney and co-
founder of the Gallagher & Kennedy, P.A law fi rm.

We invite you to join us at the award dinner on Thursday, May 19th at 
the NCR Country Club. A social hour will be held from 6:30 until 7:30 
p.m., with dinner and presentations following. Contact Rande Rinn 
Chapman (’74), Alumni Director at 937-298-8711 or email: alumni@
oakwoodschools.org to purchase tickets.

You may nominate an individual for future awards by 
downloading the form at www.oakwood.k12.oh.us (click on 
Alumni) or pick up the form at the Oakwood Board of Education, 
20 Rubicon Road, Dayton, OH 45409. Deadline for nominations 
is December 1st of each year.

OAKWOOD CITY SCHOOLS
APRIL/MAY 2011

April 2011

4/4-8 NO SCHOOL/Spring Break
4/11 7:30 p.m.–Board of Education Meeting
4/12 11:45 a.m.–OJHS Principal/Parent Advisory Meeting
4/13 7:00 p.m.–Lange Parent Orientation
4/14 11:45 a.m.–OJHS/OHS PTO Meeting
4/15 Smith Class Pictures
4/15 7 p.m.–OakwoodStock at OHS
4/18-21 Kindergarten Screening
4/20 7 p.m.–Neighborhood Meeting with Superintendent
4/21 3:45 p.m.–Skateworld for Smith Students
4/21 7 p.m.–PTO Parent Education Meeting at Harman
4/25-29 OAA Testing
4/28 7 p.m.–National Honor Society Induction
4/29 2:30 p.m.–Harman Grade 1 Assembly
4/29 7 p.m.–OJHS Dance
4/30 7 p.m.–OHS Prom

May 2011

5/1 After Prom
5/3 12 p.m.–OJHS Principal/Parent Advisory Meeting
5/3 7 p.m.–How to Do Kindergarten at Lange
5/4 7 p.m.–Neighborhood Meeting with Superintendent
5/4 Lange QU Blending Ceremonies
5/5 Smith Grades 4-6 Science Fair
5/6 12:30 p.m.–6th Grade Track and Field Day at OHS
5/9 9:30 a.m.–Harman 6th Graders Visit OJHS
5/9 7:30 p.m.–Board of Education Meeting
5/10 9:30 a.m.–Smith 6th Graders Visit OJHS
5/10 11:45 a.m.–OHS Parent/Principal Advisory Meeting
5/10 7 p.m.–Smith PTO Meeting
5/11 7 p.m.–OJHS Sports Recognition Night
5/12 Grade 1 Sharing PM Program at Smith 
5/12 11:45 a.m.–OJHS/OHS PTO Meeting
5/12 7 p.m.–A Grand Affair at Harman
5/13 Grade 1 Sharing AM Program at Smith
5/13 2 p.m.–Harman Grade 5 D.A.R.E. Graduation
5/18 3:45 p.m.–Skateworld for Smith Students
5/18 7 p.m.–OHS Spring Choir Concert
5/18 7 p.m.–How to Do First Grade at Harman/Smith
5/19 8:30 a.m.–OHS Senior Awards
5/19 6:30 p.m.–Distinguished Alumni Award Dinner
5/20 9 a.m.–Grades 5-6 Shakespeare Festival at Harman
5/20 9:30 a.m.–Neighborhood Meeting with Superintendent
5/23 Harman Grade 1–Field Day at OHS
5/23 6:30 p.m.–OHS Spring Sports Banquet
5/24 7 p.m.–Cherry Pie Concert
5/25 7 p.m.–OHS Band Spring Concert
5/27 9 a.m.–Smith Ancient History Museum
5/27 Harman Hot Dog Lunch
5/30  NO SCHOOL/Memorial Day
5/31 6:30 p.m.–Class of 2011 Awards at UD

The Oakwood Schools master calendar can be viewed online at
www.oakwood.k12.oh.us/oakwood/Oakwood_Calendars.html

Forging College/
Career Connections

C
alling All Oakwood Alumni! The OHS Guidance 
Department and Alumni Association would like to connect 
alumni with current students contemplating career paths 
and college choices. This is a great opportunity for you to 

share your sage advice, college and work experiences, and be a 
valued resource to parents and students.

If you are interested and can spare a few hours of your time —
either in person or online, please email connections@oakwood
schools.org to request a Connections application or contact the 
Guidance Department at (937) 297-5326.
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Letters of Support Being
Accepted for Andrews 
Nominees

T
hree people have been nominated for the 
Sam Andrews Educational Hall of Honor. 
At this time, we are requesting mem-
bers of the community, former students 

and colleagues to send letters of support for the 
nominee(s) of their choice. Please send letters no 
later than May 13, 2011 to Dr. Mary Jo Scalzo, 
Superintendent, Oakwood Board of Education, 20 
Rubicon Road, Dayton, Ohio 45409, or via email at 
scalzo.maryjo@oakwoodschools.org.

The induction ceremony will be held on Friday,
September 16, 2011. The public is invited to attend.

The following persons are nominees:

Nominees

Ed L. Bowman
Oakwood High School Principal,
1988-1995
Director of Educational Services/Assistant
Superintendent,
1995-1999

William L. Henry
Principal, E.D. Smith Elementary School,
1983-1990

Candis Pees
Language Arts Teacher, Speech and
Drama Teacher, Speech and Debate Coach,
1986-2006

For additional information, please contact Sandy 
Maresh at the Oakwood Board of Education,
(937) 297-5332 or maresh.sandy@oakwoodschools.org.

We look forward to your letters of support for the 
nominees. Please respond by May 13, 2011.

Important 2011-2012 Oakwood
Kindergarten Information
Kindergarten Registration: Registration was held in 
February. If you have not yet registered your child, please 
contact Lange School as soon as possible. Registration 
forms are available online.

Children who will be fi ve years old on or before September 30, 
2011, may be registered for Kindergarten. Children who will be 
fi ve years old between October 1, 2011 and January 1, 2012, may 
be considered for early entrance. Ohio law makes Kindergarten 
a mandatory prerequisite for fi rst grade and requires that all 
entering Kindergarten students be screened for hearing, vision, 
speech and communication, health or medical problems, and 
developmental disorders. In Oakwood, we also administer the 
Kindergarten Diagnostic Inventory (KDI).

Parent Orientation Meeting: April 13, 2011 at 7 p.m. at Lange 
School. The purpose of the orientation meeting is to explain 
Kindergarten Screening procedures and provide an overview of 
Oakwood’s Kindergarten program. This will include a discussion 
of what you can expect from our full-day Kindergarten program. 
You will also have the opportunity to meet our Kindergarten 
teachers. This meeting is for parents ONLY. Parents do not need 
to bring any paperwork to the orientation meeting. 

Kindergarten Screening: April 18 through April 21, 2011, will 
be conducted on an appointment-only basis. Parents who have 
not yet signed up for a screening appointment should contact 
Lange School as soon as possible.
   
For questions and information, contact Lange School at 
(937) 299-8730, email Mrs. Nanci Koepke, Lange Secretary, 
koepke.nanci@oakwoodschools.org, or Mrs. Kathy Bartalo, 
Principal, bartalo.kathy@oakwoodschools.org, or the web 
site at http://lks.oakwood.k12.oh.us/lks/Welcome.html.



School News page 8

Federal Projects Reviewed

T
he Oakwood City School District receives federal 
funds through several sources, including those 
listed below. Public input on the use of these 
federal funds is welcome, and may be directed to 

Pam Taiclet, Director of Educational Services, at 297-7802. 
In the near future, we will be renewing our applications for 
these funds for the 2011-12 school year. Allocations for 
the 2011-2012 school year have not yet been determined 
by the Ohio Department of Education; therefore the 
amounts below refl ect what has been approved for us to 
receive during the 2010-2011 school year. 

Received during the 2010-11 school year:

Title I – Targeted Assistance: Oakwood received 
$42,809 towards the salary of one Title I teacher who 
provides supplemental remedial instruction for elementary 
students in reading. 

Title II A – Improving Teacher Quality: Oakwood 
received $36,495 towards the salary of a fi rst grade 
teacher previously hired to reduce class size.

Title II D – Technology: Oakwood received $147 
to provide professional development in the use of 
educational technology. 

Title III LEP – Limited English Profi ciency: Oakwood 
received $2,820 toward the salary of one part time tutor 
for children who are learning English as their Second 
Language (ESL).

IDEA Part B – Special Education: Oakwood received 
$307,530 to supplement state and local funds expended 
to provide salaries for 3 special education teachers 
and to pay for instructional services we purchase from 
Montgomery County DDS and Montgomery County ESC. 
These services include occupational therapy and physical 
therapy for special education students.

ECSE – Early Childhood Special Education: Oakwood 
received $2,180 to support special education services for 
3, 4, and 5 year old children with disabilities. These funds 
have been used to purchase services from Montgomery 
County DDS for the Lange Preschool Program. 

In early January, the students of Oakwood 
Junior and Senior High School found themselves 
enlightened by Dr. Michael Fowlin (Dr. Mykee), a 
Ph.D. clinical psychologist transformed into an 
actor extraordinaire. Dr. Mykee performed for 
both students and families, using his own unique 
blend of comedy, impersonations, narratives, and 
oration to spread the message of tolerance.

Dr. Mykee connected to every audience member 
through the different personalities of his characters 
and the various issues, emotions, and beliefs each 
character brought forth. He told touching stories 
with a universal message. Unity is exactly what Dr. 

Mykee aims to evoke from 
all of his audiences; for it is 
his belief that inclusion, not 
just tolerance, is the key to 
a healthy social atmosphere. Many students 
found solace in the fact that everyone deals 
with struggles at some point in their lives. 

Many felt mixed emotions during his performance 
as it pulled many controversial issues into light 

- suicide, depression, bullying, race, sexual orientation, 
gender, disabilities, and self-harm. The emotions that 
he created were startlingly real. Not only did students 
recognize problems that may relate to them, but most 
grew more aware of the struggles of others. 

A sense of awareness and 
excitement pulsed through 
the students and they 
seemed ready to make a difference in their own 
lives, or in the life of another. Many students 
have been motivated to become kinder and 
more accepting in school, clubs, sports, and 
their social lives. 

Following the presentation, Oakwood students felt that 
the school climate seemed more unifi ed and supportive 
than ever before. Hopefully, this joint consciousness and 
empathy will take hold and stick around for the coming 
years. As a result of the newfound presence of spirit 
and toleration in the Junior and Senior High Schools, it 
would not be an exaggeration to say that the students of 
Oakwood feel the utmost gratefulness and appreciation 
for both Dr. Mykee and the anonymous donor who made 
all of this possible through the Oakwood Schools Education Foundation. 

“His message 
was one that I 

believe all should 
hear because
he was able
to relate it

to everyone.”

“Not only did it 
help me address 

my own problems 
I’ve had throughout 
high school, but it 
helped me realize 
how others feel

as well.”

“The junior 
high has
never felt

more united.”

“After his 
presentation, 

Oakwood students got 
along at a level I had 
never seen before. 
I don’t see why that 
feeling of happiness 
can’t continue for the 
rest of my years here.”

“At times I 
laughed, then 

later I felt 
terrible for 
laughing.”

“It truly 
humbled me and 
made me want 
to be nicer to 

everyone
I meet.”

Dr. Mykee Wows 
Oakwood Students

Article by:
Danner Hahn (’11)
& Grace Hahn (’12)
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Upcoming Programs
April 3—How to Write Poetry and Get It Published
Wright Memorial Public Library and poet, Dr. David Lee Garrison, will 
present “How to Write Poetry and Get it Published” on Sunday, April 
3rd. The workshop will be held from 2:00-3:30 p.m. in the Library 

Meeting Room. Dr. Garrison will discuss the practice of writing 
and what makes a good poem. He will share poems, 
give prompts to jumpstart your writing, and highlight 
publishing strategies. Dr. Garrison earned his Ph.D. 
from Johns Hopkins University and taught at Wright 
State University for thirty years. He has given many po-
etry readings and workshops, and his work has appeared 
nationally in journals and anthologies. His poetry has been 
featured on Garrison Keillor’s The Writer’s Almanac and Ted 
Kooser’s website, American Life in Poetry. His most recent 
book is Sweeping the Cemetery. The workshop is open to 
all, from beginning writers to seasoned poets. Registration 
is not required.

April 5—Big Read Book Discussion
Join in the community-wide discussion of this year’s Big Read title The 
Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot. The book is the biog-
raphy of a mother of fi ve who became the unwitting source of cell tissue 
material sold around the world. Her cells, which were removed without 
her knowledge or permission while she was undergoing cancer treat-
ment at Johns Hopkins University in 1951, were used in medical research 
and to create the polio vaccine.
Science writer Skloot worked on the book for ten years. The Library has 
multiple copies available for checkout and is leading a discussion on 
Tuesday April 5, 7:00-8:00 p.m. at Starbucks in Oakwood. No advance 
registration is needed.

April 10—The Classic Architecture of Oakwood Homes
The Library and the Oakwood Historical Society will present “The Clas-
sic Architecture of Oakwood Homes” on Sunday, April 10th at 2:00 p.m. 
in the Library Meeting Room.  The program will be presented by Mark 
Risley, President of the Oakwood Historical Society.  This popular pro-
gram explores Oakwood’s many well-preserved examples of early 20th 
century architecture in its tree-lined neighborhoods. Descriptions of the 
exteriors of those homes, their remarkable artistic detail and some of 
the historical stories associated with them will be discussed.  Advance 
registration is required and limited to the fi rst 65 people. Sign-ups begin 
Friday, March 25th.  Contact Wright Library’s Reference Department at 
294-7171 to register. 

April 12—2011 Big Read Grand Finale
On Tuesday evening April 12th, a panel of medical, legal, & ethical experts 
will discuss the book, The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca 
Skloot. The winners of the Big Read Teen Essay Contest, Inspirational 
Teacher Award, and Humanitarian Awards also will be announced. The 
event will be held at University of Dayton. Call the Library at 294-7171 for 
complete details on location and tickets.

May 18—Fundamentals of Family Camping
Wright Memorial Public Library and Five Rivers MetroParks will present 
“Fundamentals of Family Camping” Wednesday, May 18th. The presen-
tation will be held from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Library Meeting Room. Erik 
Dahlstrom, Outdoor Recreation Coordinator with Five Rivers MetroParks, 
will introduce camping basics including equipment, supplies, local camp-
grounds and more. As an Outdoor Recreation Coordinator for Five Rivers 
MetroParks, Mr. Dahlstrom works to connect Miami Valley residents to 
nature. His specialties include backpacking, rock climbing, whitewater 
paddling (canoes and kayaks), caving and wilderness survival.  The event 
is free and registration is not required.

3rd. The workshop will be held from 2:00-3:30 p.m. in the Library 
Meeting Room. Dr. Garrison will discuss the practice of writing 

State University for thirty years. He has given many po-
etry readings and workshops, and his work has appeared 
nationally in journals and anthologies. His poetry has been 
featured on Garrison Keillor’s 
Kooser’s website, 
book is 
all, from beginning writers to seasoned poets. Registration 
is not required.

Poetry–writing program, 2 p.m.
Big Read book discussion
at Starbucks 7 p.m.
Oakwood Architecture
program 2 p.m.
Library Board meeting, 6 p.m.
Library closed (Easter)
Library Board meeting, 6 p.m.
Family Camping program, 6:30 p.m.
Library closed (Memorial Day)

April 2011–May 2011
Calendar dates:

Library Reading Programs Help Prevent
“Summer Learning Loss”

A
n education researcher, Harris Cooper, documented a 
phenomenon called “Summer Learning Loss.” He showed 
that students who do not engage in educational activities 
during the summer typically score lower on tests at the 

end of summer than they did at the beginning. Two to three months 
of learning can be lost over the summer. Other researchers, Karl 
Alexander and Doris Entwisle, reported that learning loss is cumu-
lative. By the end of fi fth grade students who did not read during 
the summer were behind their peers by two years, on average. 
Public library summer reading programs offer a variety of activities 
and a range of reading materials that fi t diverse learning styles and 
abilities. Library programs also meet the personal and social needs 
of youth and help them feel safe, cared for, useful and valued.

Library Foundation Launches Annual Fund Drive

E
arly in May Oakwood residents will be hearing from the 
Wright Memorial Public Library Foundation as it launches 
its second Annual Fund Drive. Contributions to the Foun-
dation ensure that funds are available for library services 

beyond the basics. In the past the Foundation has provided funds 
for the Summer Family Blanket Concert series, guest speakers, the 
Summer Reading Club, supplementary funds for the book budget, 
and a special children’s computer with learning games and educa-
tional resources. A long term goal for the Foundation is to build an 
endowment to ensure excellent library services for future genera-
tions of Wright Library patrons. The Wright Memorial Public Library 
Foundation is a component fund of The Dayton Foundation. Funds 
from the Library’s budget are not used for the fundraising drive. 
Donations are fully tax deductible as allowed by law. Please con-
sider a generous gift to help keep your library a vibrant community 
destination that provides lifelong learning opportunities for all.

April 3
April 5

April 10

April 18
April 24
May 16
May 18
May 30



City of Oakwood
30 Park Avenue
Oakwood, Montgomery County
Dayton, OH 45419

Visit the Oakwood community’s 40 Asset website at
 http://www2.oakwood.k12.oh.us/~fortyassets for information, news, events and more.

Oakwood Community-Wide Initiative
40 Developmental Assets

In this edition we introduce you to Assets 36-40: 

R
esearch has documented 40 
positive experiences and infl uences 
called the 40 Developmental Assets 
that, when practiced intentionally, 

help young people grow up healthy, caring 
and responsible.

36 Peaceful Confl ict Resolution—Young person seeks
to resolve confl ict nonviolently.

37 Personal Power—Young person feels he or she has 
control over “things that happen to me.”

38 Self-Esteem—Young person likes and is proud to be 
the person he/she is.

39 Sense of Purpose—Young person thinks about
what life means.

40 Positive View of Personal Future—Young person is 
optimistic about her or his personal future.

The 40
Developmental

Assets
where the Oakwood Community

 is key!
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