
CITY OF OAKWOOD 
STATE OF OHIO 

FEBRUARY 5, 2007 
The Council of the city of Oakwood, State of Ohio, met in a work session at 6:00 p.m. in the 
conference room of the city of Oakwood, 30 Park Avenue, Dayton, Ohio, 45419.  Council then met 
in a  regular  session at 7:30 p.m., in the council chambers of the city of  Oakwood. The Mayor, 
Mrs. Judy Cook, presided, and the Clerk of Council, Ms. Cathy Blum, recorded.  Mayor Cook 
opened the meeting by asking all present to participate in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Upon call of the roll, the following members of council responded to their names: 
    MRS. JUDY COOK………………….PRESENT 
    MR. CARLO C. McGINNIS…………PRESENT 
    MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN…….…PRESENT 
    MR. ROGER C. BLUMENSHEID..…ABSENT 
    MR. STANLEY CASTLEMAN…...…PRESENT 
 
Officers of the city present were the following: 
   Mr. Norbert S. Klopsch, City Manager 
   Ms. Dalma C. Grandjean, City Attorney 
   Mr. Jay A. Weiskircher, Assistant City Manager 
 
The press this evening was represented by Helen Bebbington, Dayton Daily News. 
 
The following visitors registered: 
   Tracy Morrison, 17 Monteray Avenue 
   Sheryl Rife Merker, 1075 Beaver Valley Road 
   Erin Jaynes, 418 Santa Cruz Avenue 
   Christine Rife Depeu, 8758 Twincreek Drive 
 
It  was   moved   by   Mr.  Castleman   and   seconded  by   Mr.  McGinnis   that  the  absence  of 
Mr. Blumensheid be authorized.  Upon a viva voce vote on the question of the motion, same passed 
unanimously and it was so ordered. 
 
Mr. Duncan, Chair of the Council Committee on Minutes, advised council he had read the minutes 
of the regular and work sessions of council held January 22, 2007.  Mr. Duncan reported he found 
the minutes correct and complete.  It was moved by Mr. Castleman and seconded by Mr. McGinnis 
that the minutes of the sessions of council aforementioned be approved as written and the reading 
thereof at this session be dispensed with.  Upon a viva voce vote on the question of the motion, 
same passed unanimously and it was so ordered. 
 
STATUS REPORTS 
Proclamations.  Mayor Cook referenced a happy occasion noted in the Oakwood Register which 
included a picture of the Rife family celebrating 70 years of business at Rife Jewelers.  She 
recognized Rife family members Sheryl, Chris and Erin, and read a Proclamation commemorating 
their 70th anniversary.  Mayor Cook indicated many citizens have commemorated special occasions 
with a gift from Rifes.  Mr. Duncan referenced an invoice from March, 1973 when he purchased a 
diamond engagement ring for his wife. 
 
Mayor Cook proclaimed March as Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities Awareness 
Month.  She indicated this is one of the major services sponsored by the Human Services Levy.   
 
ED/GE.  Mr. Castleman reported as the city’s representative on the Economic Development 
committee, that $2.7 M has been set aside for regional development.  He indicated $200,000 was 
recently approved for an expansion of Appleton Papers in West Carrollton.   
 
Mayor Cook gave the following 2007 State of the City address:   
We begin 2007 with an active agenda.  Work remains on projects from the past year and new ones 
are already in place. As our region searches for economic growth we look to participate, knowing 
that our own city can be one of the beneficiaries. Regional leadership has secured investment 
dollars to both economically improve and market our region. We will follow these developments 
and support the effort.  Our need to see ourselves as part of our region grows as economic 
challenges increase. 
 
The list of accomplishments in 2006 is long.  Exciting changes to our business district received 
much attention. New retail space was completed and the grand opening held in October. A new 
crosswalk and pedestrian traffic light facilitates mobility, provides access to destinations and 



parking in the business district, and improves public safety. We will welcome the first Montgomery 
County branch of Lebanon Citizens National Bank to Oakwood when it opens in the spring. Our 
current business district design guidelines are scheduled for review this year to assure that they 
best serve our city and businesses. All these events contribute to making our business district a 
destination not only for our own citizens but those outside our community. To improve parking on 
the east side of Far Hills, the city purchased property as part of a master plan to consolidate and 
improve customer parking in that area. In our Park Ave. neighborhood business district, plans were 
unveiled for upgrading the streetscape and parking areas.  Approved plans begin with the needed 
improvement to the public parking lot, including access. City staff and City Council understand the 
necessity of focusing on our business districts in the current competitive environment. 
 
In a less obvious vein, but equally important, were changes to our infrastructure.  After patiently 
waiting in line for Issue 2 state funding we were able to complete the new sewer system in the 
Dixon-Patterson neighborhood this past summer.  The State provided $150,000 toward this project. 
We trust the temporary inconveniences suffered by our citizens will be well rewarded by the benefits 
of this improvement. Our water meter replacement is down to the last few sites.  A significant 
portion of this city wide project has been competently handled by staff with some challenging 
obstacles and will serve our city for years to come. A cul-de-sac was created at the termination of 
Park Rd. west of Ridgeway. Studies indicated that the tax dollars required to correct safety issues 
on the western end of this road did not warrant keeping it open. Planned for 2007 are 
improvements to Oakwood Avenue north of five points.  Again, state dollars will assist in that 
project – this in the amount of $150,000. Needed new barrier along Ridgeway Rd. have arrived and 
when installed by our public works department they will provide a more pleasing appearance along 
with increased safety.   
 
Other important projects concluded in 2006 included the purchase of 28 acres of Old River playing 
field.  These fields had been rented by us from NCR since 1999.  With the land purchase the 
community is assured of permanent access to playing fields for athletic activities. This long term 
endeavor is a tremendous accomplishment for our city manager and staff. Our requirement to 
provide a new access road to the fields is a major project for the current year. In March a new 
medic vehicle arrived. This emergency vehicle was designed specifically to serve our citizens and 
for the first time not in terms of what would fit into our parking bay. Another project of community 
value is the specially designed basement space in the new city building to house historical 
documents collected and maintained by the Oakwood Historical Society.  This accomplishment 
allows our historic records to be stored safely and also provides an agreeable work area for 
citizens utilizing or cataloguing these important documents. In June we said goodbye to retiring 
Public Safety Lieutenant Tom Gallimore, after 29 years of service to Oakwood and in July to Public 
Safety Captain Walt Conroy, after 26 years of service. In July we welcomed Alexander Bebris as 
our new Safety Department Director. We are grateful to the command staff that responsibly 
operated the department in the interim between directors.  The Safety Department will also be the 
beneficiary this year of our first citizen volunteer program within our administration. 
 
Dominating our attention in 2006 was the development of Sugar Camp. All of the land at the 
northwest corner of Far Hills and Schantz Ave. formerly owned by NCR is now owned by private 
developers.  A combined plan for the properties has been approved by the Planning Commission 
and awaits City Council review. The planned mix of professional office space and empty nester 
housing units fulfills the long-standing priorities of the community. As development occurs new 
revenue will alleviate the tax demands on current property owners as well as offering a type of 
housing not currently available in our city. We also welcome Beth Abraham Synagogue to Oakwood 
at Sugar Camp. The work required to bring this Sugar Camp reuse project to closure is measured 
in years.  The knowledge and skills of our administrative staff led the original concepts to successful 
fruition so that we can now look to realizing the benefits. It is indeed a hallmark of the quality 
leadership we enjoy from our city staff. 
 
In 2006 the city addressed a number of issues.  Complaints from citizens regarding the increasing 
number of deer frequenting their property brought proposals to reduce the deer populations. 
Citizen rejection of these plans leaves the problem unresolved. Complaints continue as does the 
danger from deer on our roadways. The number of deer killed by motor vehicles increased 
dramatically in 2006. The issue remains. Our Health Commissioner, Dr. Mary Pryor, and our 
Board of Health guided us in review of environmental issues confronting the city.  A request from 
the University of Dayton for an Urban Setting Designation on 49 acres just north of Oakwood and 
environmental issues at the Sugar Camp development site and our newly acquired playing fields 
prompted lengthy and thorough research, and public hearings. Findings indicate that the health 
and safety of our citizens are secure with some requirements in place for procedures in the Sugar 
Camp development. By action of the Ohio Senate led by our Senator Jeff Jacobsen, Oakwood’s 
long-standing representation on the Regional Transit Authority Board was terminated. Due to the 



strength of performance, our citizen representative remains a member of the RTA Board and a 
resource for our concerns.  In August, NCR deeded the Wright brothers’ home, Hawthorn Hill, to 
the Wright Family Foundation. The family’s plans to turn ownership and management over to the 
National Park Service within two years, and have Hawthorn Hill open to the public on a regular 
but limited basis, have been shared with the neighborhood and the city.  The details of these plans 
are not complete and many steps remain in this process. Oakwood is represented in the planning 
process and our concerns are seriously considered by the Wright family representatives. We will 
continue to share all information and proposals with the neighbors and the whole community. A 
current issue under examination is the possibility of moving to a centralized dispatch system for our 
911 emergency calls.  The conversations regarding this proposal began last year and we have 
decided to continue exploring the possibility within the limited framework of 911 calls while 
retaining all other services currently provided by our dispatch professionals here in Oakwood. This 
will be a lengthy, detailed and critical exploration to determine if we can better serve our citizens 
through the final centralized dispatch proposal that is developed. 
 
 Fiscal year 2006 revealed the increasing difficulty of securing revenues to meet the growing cost of 
delivering comprehensive and personalized service. Both our income and estate tax revenues fell 
short of expectations last year.  In addition, contracts with the Public Safety Officer union 
determined by binding conciliation, which is beyond our control, have strained our resources. 
Existing reserve funds were used as needed but this cannot continue going forward. The property 
tax levy renewed by Oakwood citizens in the fall of 2006 provided a statement of support for our 
city government, but did not bring additional income.  We also face reduction in our income tax 
revenue from the passage of increased income tax by Kettering and several other local cities.  In an 
effort to keep costs in line with revenues, staff continually looks for ways in which to cut expenses.  
In 2006 we modified our weekly refuse collection operation and were able to cut 32 man-hours 
from our weekly personnel costs, yet continue to provide the same backdoor service.  Balancing the 
budget at the same service level is a challenge for the future. 
 
Celebration comes naturally to Oakwood and 2006 was no exception. Our fourth Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Breakfast jointly sponsored with the city of Kettering welcomed a sell out attendance. In 
March we invited our community business owners to breakfast.  The opportunity for dialogue was 
beneficial and we look forward to repeating this event.  The annual new residents breakfast 
gathered families at the OCC on a Saturday morning in April. Along with welcoming our new 
residents, this breakfast allows questions to be asked and information given. In May we once again 
celebrated our annual “That Day in May” and thank the Oakwood Rotary Club for all the hard 
work in making this community festival such a success. A special event took place in June. With the 
completed production of the “Schantz Park Historic District Self-Guided Walking Tour” booklet, 
the Oakwood Historical Society sponsored a Saturday walking tour to celebrate the introduction of 
the booklet. This guide continues to be available thanks to the generosity of the Oakwood Rotary 
Foundation. The summer continued with blanket concerts at Smith Gardens, the Giving Strings 
Concert on Lonsdale and a very festive Ice Cream Social at Shafor Park. The beautiful landscape 
displays throughout the city seen during the summer were recognized with City Beautiful Awards. 
These awards express appreciation for the effort our citizens make to enhance our neighborhoods. 
In the fall our Scarecrow Row competition was again offered with delightfully creative and 
enjoyable results. This celebration grew last fall with the addition of the Fall Family Festival.  This 
new event was enthusiastically welcomed by the community which speaks to repeating it this year. 
During the winter holiday season we enjoyed the Lighting of Oakwood annual event.  With the 
efforts of the Environmental Committee and community volunteers, along with our residents, the 
city became a spectacular display of streets lined with luminaries.  This magical setting was the 
backdrop for the tree lighting family celebration at Shafor Park. Throughout this past year activity 
in preparation for our Centennial Celebration in 2008 has increased.  Our Co-chairpersons 
Madeline Iseli and Dick Good are leading the planning and organizing for this grand celebration.  
Expect much more activity in the coming year as we engage the community in completing plans for 
2008. 
 
Over the past year, City Council participated in a diverse group of regional organizations.  Vice 
Mayor Carlo McGinnis represents Oakwood on the Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission, 
Roger Blumensheid is the Vice-chairman of the Miami Valley Communications Council, Bill 
Duncan meets with the South Suburban Teen Drug/Alcohol Task Force representing Oakwood, 
Stanley Castleman is a member of the Montgomery County Economic Development/Government 
Equity Committee and I serve Oakwood  as President of the Greater Dayton Mayors and Managers 
Association and as our representative on the Dayton First Suburbs Council. We have established a 
closer link to WPAFB through a liaison from the base. We are participating in developing a county-
wide Geographic Information System which will provide invaluable information to expedite city 
projects.  Closer to home we twice met jointly with Board of Education and staff and Wright 
Library Board and staff to share information, concerns and ideas.  One specific outcome of these 



meetings is that we changed the bi-monthly “Oakwood City/School Scene” to the “Oakwood 
Scene”, and added Wright Library to the publication. 
 
In all of these activities we have been supported and guided by a magnificent city staff led by our 
Manager, Norbert Klopsch with the help of Assistant City Manager Jay Weiskircher. Their diligent, 
intelligent daily administration is the backbone of both Council activities and service to our 
citizens. Their open door policy to citizen concerns and suggestions adds depth to all our 
deliberation and decisions. Our confidence in the quality and reliability of our city staff allows 
Council to move forward as issues and projects are presented. In this work, City Council acts as a 
team with respect and consideration of each member’s contributions and points of view.  I applaud 
and thank my fellow Council members for their consistent focus on the best interests of our citizens 
and our city.  Aided by the many citizens who comprise the roster of our city committees and the 
testimony of interested residents, decisions of Council represent a composite of community thinking.  
This is our purpose as we continue to recognize our greatest community asset, the citizens of 
Oakwood. We look forward to 2007 with its promise of interesting challenges and opportunities to 
serve our community. 
 
Mayor Cook reminded the audience that at the March 5 meeting, council will review the Sugar 
Camp issue.  She welcomed the visitors.  There were no comments.   
 

ORDINANCE 
  BY MR. DUNCAN     NO 4622 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOTES IN THE 
MAXIMUM PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF $1,400,000, IN ANTICIPATION OF THE 
ISSUANCE OF BONDS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSTRUCTING A NEW 
MUNICIPAL SERVICE CENTER BUILDING, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

A copy of the ordinance, having been placed on the desks of each member of council prior to 
introduction, was read by title.  Mr. Duncan referenced this annual legislation and explained the city 
owes $1.6 M on the public works building at 210 Shafor.  This year they plan to repay $200,000 in 
principle and in turn borrow money on a short-term basis, the interest rate not yet known.  He 
indicated it is an emergency so they can get the bid out and pay the note.   
 
Thereupon, it was moved by Mr. Duncan and seconded by Mr. Castleman that the ordinance be 
passed as an emergency measure. 
 
Upon call of the roll on the question of the motion, the following vote was recorded: 
    MRS. JUDY COOK……………………..YEA 
    MR. CARLO C. McGINNIS…………….YEA 
    MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN…….……YEA 
    MR. ROGER C. BLUMENSHEID..……ABSENT 
    MR. STANLEY CASTLEMAN…..……YEA 
There being four (4) yea votes and no (0) nay votes thereon, said ordinance was declared duly 
passed and it was so ordered. 
 

ORDINANCE 
  BY MR. DUNCAN     NO 4623 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOTES IN THE 
MAXIMUM PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF $750,000, IN ANTICIPATION OF THE 
ISSUANCE OF BONDS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING THE COSTS OF 
RENOVATING AND PROVIDING ADDITIONAL FACILITIES FOR THE CONDUCT OF 
GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS, INCLUDING LEGISLATIVE, ADMINISTRATION 
AND PUBLIC SAFETY, BY CONSTRUCTING ADDITIONS TO, REMODELING, 
RENOVATING AND EQUIPPING THE EXISTING CITY ADMINISTRATION 
BUILDING AND PROVIDING FOR ALL NECESSARY APPURTENANCES, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

A copy of the ordinance, having been placed on the desks of each member of council prior to 
introduction, was read by title.  Mr. Duncan explained this relates to a separate note for the city 
building project.  They plan to refinance $750,000 by paying the principle down by $150,000 from 
the $900,000 note. 
 
Thereupon, it was moved by Mr. Duncan and seconded by Mr. Castleman the ordinance be passed 
as an emergency measure.   



 
Upon call of the roll on the question of the motion, the following vote was recorded: 
    MRS. JUDY COOK……………………..YEA 
    MR. CARLO C. McGINNIS…………….YEA 
    MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN…….……YEA 
    MR. ROGER C. BLUMENSHEID..……ABSENT 
    MR. STANLEY CASTLEMAN…..……YEA 
There being four (4) yea votes and no (0) nay votes thereon, said ordinance was declared duly 
passed and it was so ordered. 
 

RESOLUTION 
  BY MR. DUNCAN     NO 1645 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER 
INTO A CONTRACT WITH HARBORLINK NETWORK, LTD FOR A WIFI 
BROADBAND INTERNET ACCESS SERVICE FOR THE CITY OF OAKWOOD AND 
TO WAIVE THE COMPENSATION FEE FOR CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION FOR 
HARBORLINK NETWORK, LTD. 

A copy of the resolution, having been placed on the desks of each member of council prior to 
introduction, was read by title.  Mr. Duncan explained this will permit wireless access in certain 
areas of the city including the business district, Fairridge Park, Shafor Park and 30 Park Avenue at 
no cost to the city.  He indicated HarborLink currently provides this service in the city of Dayton.   
 
Thereupon, it was moved by Mr. Duncan and seconded by Mr. Castleman the resolution be passed. 
 
Upon call of the roll on the question of the motion, the following vote was recorded: 
    MRS. JUDY COOK……………………..YEA 
    MR. CARLO C. McGINNIS…………….YEA 
    MR. WILLIAM D. DUNCAN…….……YEA 
    MR. ROGER C. BLUMENSHEID..……ABSENT 
    MR. STANLEY CASTLEMAN…..……YEA 
There being four (4) yea votes and no (0) nay votes thereon, said resolution was declared duly 
passed and it was so ordered. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORTS 
Street Light Contract.  Mr. Klopsch referenced the six-year contract with DPLER which expired the 
end of 2006; and four months prior to that, they began in earnest negotiations for a new contract.  
He reported the new contract was signed last week and includes a decrease in cost for street 
lighting.  The city will save money and citizens will be assessed a bit less - the first year is a 4% 
reduction from 2006 rates and the next three years, a 3% reduction.  Mr. Klopsch publicly 
recognized Mr. Husemann, MVCC Executive Director, for his work and diligence in these 
negotiations.  Mr. Klopsch added that he was on the subcommittee of managers who reviewed the 
contract negotiations which initially called for a 1 1/2% increase each year for a six year term. 
 
Ridgeway Barriers.  Mr. Klopsch announced the first shipment of new railing material has arrived 
and when the ground thaws, the public works department will install the barriers.  He noted this will 
be a nice aesthetic improvement on Ridgeway.   
 
Hawthorn Hill:  Mr. Klopsch reported after NCR gave Hawthorn Hill to the Wright Family 
Foundation in the fall, he has attended a number of meetings with the Wright family representatives 
and other aviation heritage officials to develop a plan for limited public access to the property with 
the foremost concern being the impact on the surrounding neighbors.  He indicated although the 
plan is still evolving, there appears to be no negative impact and they hope to open the beginning of 
May.  He explained the proposed process involves purchasing a ticket at Carillon Park and then a 
mini-bus will take them to Hawthorn Hill for a 45 minute tour; no individual vehicles will be 
traveling to the site. Mr. Klopsch referenced a letter he sent to the neighbors inviting them to a 
meeting on February 15, 7 p.m. which is open to the public.  Mayor Cook pointed out this plan is 
experimental and they will learn from the experience.   
 
Dispatch Issue.  Mr. Klopsch announced two informational meetings to be held at 7 p.m. on 
February 7 and 13.  At that time, the public safety director will review issue details and citizen 
feedback will be obtained.  Mr. Duncan asked if the county extended the deadline.  Mayor Cook 
believes Kettering requested an extension.  Mr. Klopsch indicated tomorrow is the first meeting of 
the policy board.  Mayor Cook explained she has asked the safety committee (Mr. Blumensheid and 
Mr. Castleman) to attend, as well as the city manager.   
 



Water Main Project.  Mr. Klopsch announced there will be a small water main project taking place 
on Far Hills, between Aberdeen and Forrer.  This is a small line loop system project.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Mr. Duncan extended congratulations to the Wright State University men’s basketball team.  He 
indicated they are coming off an away three game winning streak, which hasn’t occurred since 
1976.  He commended the two seniors who lead the team as well as two freshmen and encouraged 
attendance at the upcoming game on February 10.   
 
Mayor Cook thanked the Wills for operating the cable equipment this evening.   
 
Council adjourned to work session.  The public meeting concluded at 8:16 p.m. 
 
 
 
      _______________________________________ 
        MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
CLERK OF COUNCIL 
 


